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CF SP TE Ee 
Extract of a letter, dated 5th Aug. 1828, from Mr. Van 
Buren to Mr. McLane, then at New York. 

I forgot to speak to you upon the subject of the proba- 
ble impression that will be made upon the British minis- 
try by the rumors and speculations that have appeared 
here in regard to the character of your instructions, and 
to suggest the importance of putting them formally, but 
fully and early, in possession of your views upon that 
point. 





Mr. McLane to the earl of Aberdeen. 
9, Chandos-st. Cavendish square, Dec. 12, 1829. 

My torn: I had flattered myself with the hope of re- 
eeiving before this time a decisive answer from his ma- 
jesty’s government to the propositions which I had the 
honor to make some time since for an acrangement of 
the trade between the United States and the British Ame- 
rican colonies; but, while I regret the delay that has taken 
place, I am aware that it has hitherto been unavoidable. 
In the hope, however, that, after the various conversa- 
tions which I have had the honor to hold with his majes- 
ty’s ministers in the course of this negotiation, they may 
be prepared definitively to dispose of the subject, f beg 
leave to make your lordship the present commuoicas 
tion. 

In entering upon the negotiation, I separated this 
from the other objects of my mission, and presented it 
singly before his majesty’s ministers, that it might re- 
ceive their early consideration and prompt decision, and 
that I might thereby the better promote the views and 
wishes of my government. I early informed your lord-! 
ship of the anxious desire of the president of the United 
States that the question may be put immediately and en- 
tirely at rest. In this he is influenced not merely by a 
wish to liberate and give activity to such portion of the 
capital of his fellow-citizens as may be awaiting the de- 
cision of this question, but also by the higher motive of 
speedily terminating a state of things daily becoming 
more prejudicial to the friendly relations of the two coun- 
tries. 

Disclaiming, on the part of the United States, in reply 
to certain observations of your lordship, all hostility to 
this country in their system of protecting duties, and dis- 
connecting that system from any arrangement of this par- 
ticular question, I endeavored to lay this subject before 
his majesty’s ministers divested of all considerations but 
such as peculiarly relate to this branch of the commerce 
between the two nations. 


Conceiving that experience had already proved the ex- 
isting colonial regulations to be injurious to the interests 
of both countries, the president was induced to hope that 
true policy alone would dispose his majesty’s government 
to change them. He could perceive no good reason why 
Great Britain should now refuse her assent to the terms 
of arrangement which she herselt had heretotore volun- 
tarily proposed; and, as the order in council of July, 
1826, did not embrace Russia and Sweden, though both 
were within the scope of the act of 1825, and as it had 
been subsequently rescinded as to Spain without equiva- 
lent, he was unwilling to suppose that any unfriendly 
motive could mduce a peculiar and permanent exclusion 
of the United States from participation in a trade thus 
conceded to the rest of the world. 

ln fact it appeared that a material alteration had taken 
place in the colonial system, and in the relations between 
the two countries, produced by the recent relaxation of 
the order in council in favor of Spain, which left the 
United States the sole excluded power, and by the inju- 
rious operation of the existing regulations upon the in- 
terests of Great Britaio. It was not unreasonable, there- 
fore, to suppose that the negotiation might be advanta- 
geously resumed; that the British government might be 


and that a satisfactory arrangement might immediately be 
made by the reciprocal acts of both governments. 

In the course of my negotiation, however, 1 have met 
with difficulties much greater than had been anticipated. 
There were objections opposed to any arrangement. 
Among these were the measures of the United States 
restricting the British colonial commerce subsequently 
to their failure to accept the terms offered by the act of 
parliament of 1825, and the claims to protection urged 
by those interests which are supposed to have grown up 
in faith of the act of 1825 and the order m council of 
1826. Indeed, 1 distinctly understood that these were 
insuperable obstacles to any relaxation in the colonial 
system of Great Britain, unless some previous chan 
should be made in the legislation of the United States. 





With this understanding, though I by no means admit- 
ted the force of these objections, | deemed it expedient, 
in this state of the negotiation, to make the followi 
proposition: that the government of the United States 
should now comply with the conditions of the aet of parli- 
ament of July 5, 1825, by an express law opening their 
ports tor the admission of British vessels, and by allow- 
ing their entry with the same kind of British colonial 
produce as may be imported in American vessels, the 
vessels of both countries paying the same charges; sus- 
pending the alien duties on British vessels and cargoes, 
and abolishing the restrictions in the act of congress of 
1823 to the direct intercourse between the United States 
and the British colonies; and that such a law should be 
immediately followed by a revocation of the British or- 
der in council of the 27th July, 1826, the abolition or 
suspension of all discriminating duties on American ves- 
sels in the British colonial ports, and the enjoyment, by 
the United States, of the advantages of the act of parlia- 
ment of the 5th July, 1825, 


By this offer on the part of my government, I hoped 
to remove even the pretence of complaint against its 
measures; and I trusted that, in thus throwing open, by 
its own act, to all of his majesty’s subjects, a trade at 
present enjoyed by buta few, it would effectually si- 
lence those partial interests which springing out of a 
system of restriction, and depending as much upon the 
countervailing laws of the United States as upon the re- 
gulations of their own government, subsist entirely 
upon the misfortunes of the British West India planters, 
and the embarrassments of the general commercial ea- 
pital and enterprise of both nations. 


In repeating the proposition, as I now have the honor 
to do, and in renewing my solicitation that it may be ta- 
ken into early and candid consideration, and produce a 
prompt and favorable reply, | refrain from leading to 
further discussion and delay by a more detailed reter- 
ence to the various suggestions by which, in the course 
of the negotiation, ] have had the honor to recom- 
mend it. 

Entertaining, however, the conviction I have hereto- 
fore expressed, of the wasting effects of the present re- 
gulations upon the substantial interest of the two coun- 
tries, 1 cannot close this letter without again remarking 
that delay can only tend to increase the difficulties on 
both sides to any future adjustment, and that it will be 
difficult for the United States to reconeile the marked 
and invidious relation in which they are now placed with 
their idea of justice, or with the amicable protessions of 
this government. ‘hat relation involves consequences 
reaching far bevond the immediate subject in discussion, 
and of infinitely greater importance to the future inter- 
course of both cuuntries than any value which the trade 
affected by these regulations may be supposed to pos- 
sess. 

it is this view of the subject which unites the sympa- 
thy of all interests in the United States with their com- 





induced to rescind entirely their order in council of 1826, 
Vor XXXIX—Ne. 26. 


mercial enterprise, which touches the pride and sensi 
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bility of every class of their population, and which, I 
trust, will make its due appeal to the candor and libe- 
rality of his majesty’s government. 

I pray your lordship to accept the assurance of the 
high consideration with which | have the honor to be 
your lordship’s most obedient, and very humble servant, 

LOUIS McLANE. 
To the right hon. the cari of Aberdeen, Se. Ee. Be. 


The earl of Aberdeen to Afr. Mc Lane. 
Foreign office, December 14, 1829. 

Sin: Ihave had the honor to receive your letter of 
the 12th instant, formally recording the desire enter- 
tained by the government of the United States (and pre- 
viously declared by you in verbal conferences) for the 
removal of the existing restrictions on the intercourse 
between the British West India colonies and the United 
States, with the view of placing the commerce of the 
two countries on a footing more consonant with the sub- 
stantial interests of both nations, and with the amicable 
relations which happily subsist between them. 

I shall lose no time in bringing the propositions con- 
tained in your letter under the consideration of his ma- 
jesty’s government. 

Whatever may be the result of their deliberations on 
this question, of which you are already apprised of 
some of the difficultics, you may be assured that lis 
majesty’s government will enter into the consideration 
of ut with the most friendly feclings towards the govern- 
ment of the United States. I have the honor to be, 
with high consideration, sir, your most obedient and 


humble servant, ABERDEEN. 
Louis McLane, esg. ec. Ec. Ee. 


Mr. Van Buren to Mr. McLane. 
Depariment of state, Washington, 26th Dec. 1829. 
Your despatch No. 5, has been duly received, and 
submitted to the president. From subsequent but un- 
official information, he is induced to believe that the 
British cabinet are disposed to reciproeate the liberal 
views by which he is himself actuated, by the adoption 
of some just and equally beneficial arrangement in re- 

ard to the colonial trade; but that, for reasons applica- 

le to their side only, they desire a short delay betore a 
final decision is made upon the subject. Contiding in 
the sincerity of the professions which are understood to 
have been made to you, and equally anxious to remove 
all grounds of uneasiness between the two countries, 
the president has directed me to communieate to you 
his views in regard to the question of time. ‘his shall 
be done in the same frank and friendly spirit which 
eharacterises your general instructions in this regard, 
and which has left in them nothing that requires con- 
eealment. Not foreseeing any difficulty or embarrass- 
ment to the British government in coming to a prompt 
decision upon that branch of the subject of difference 
between the two countries, you were instructed to ask 
for such decision at as early a period as should be found 
consistent with perfect respect and courtesy. The mo- 
tive of this government tor pursuing that course was 
avowed to consist ina belief that no practical good could 
result from a protracted discussion of matters already 
80 fully debated, and in a desire to communicate the re- 
sult, whatever it might be, to congress, for ils own ac- 
tion, and the information of its constituents, The ex- 
planations which are understood to have been made to 
you by the leading members of the British cabinet, are 

owever, sufficient to induce the president to acquiesce 
in a compliance,on your part, with their wishes in re- 
gard to time, provided the proposed delay be not such 


as to cefeat the expressed views of this government in] 


ease of a result adverse to its wishes. For the proba- 
ble length of the present session, and the period at 
which the president ought to be possessed of the final 
decision of the British government, to enable lim to lay 
it before congress in due season, your own judgment 
and knowledge of circumstances may, with safety, be 
relied upon. The reasons for doing so at an early pe- 
riod are very strong, but the president is disposed to 
content himself, under existing ¢ rcumstances, with any 
course which will enable him to protect the interests of 
this country from the inj.ries that might result from 
Jong delay. Your intimate acquaintance with the whole 
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subject renders it unnecessary for me to enter into a 
particular consideration of the measures which would, 
most probably, be regarded by this government as pro- 
per and expedient, on our part, in the event of an ene 
tire failure of the negotiation, and enables you to form 
a proper estimate of the value of time in respeet to the 
utility of their adoption. You will be governed, ac- 
cordingly, by a view of all these cireumstances, as to 
the extent of the proposed delay which would be ac- 
ceptable here, in reterence to the adjustment of this im- 
portant interest, 

Independently of the steps necessary and practicable 
to open and improve new channels for the trade which 
would thus be permanently abandoned, the justice and 
propriety of defeating the interested views of the north 
ern British colonies is a subject which is earnestly pres- 
sed upon the consideration of this government. 

‘The desire so strongly manifested in that quarter to give 
permanency toa state of things altogether artificial in its 
character, and as much at variance with the repeated and 
solemn op nions of both governments as with the best in- 
terests of the two countries, has excited much sensibility 
here; and the active agency which that interest is under- 
stood to exercise in thwarting vour efforts to place matters 
on their only natural and true footing, serves greatly to 
increase thatfeeling. The propriety cf an immediate le- 
gislative provision, prohibiting our trade with the Cana- 
das, and other free ports, after a certain day, if the pre- 
sent colonial regulations of Great Britain should at that 
time remain unchanged, is strongly advocated; but the 
president is disinclined to bring that subjeet to the notice 
of congress during the pendency of your negotiation, 
by the apprehension that the step might, under these 
sircumstances, be regarded as wearing the appearance 
of menace, and thus give an acrimonious character to a 
negotiation which it is his wish should be of the most 
kind an amicable nature, 

It is hoped that the president’s message will aid the 
liberal views which the principal members of the British 
cabinet ave understood to entertain upon this point, by 
disabusing the mind of the English public in regard to 
the views and wishes of this country, and by impressing 
it with just notions of the sentiments of the president. 
There certainly never was atime better calculated for 
the improvement of the relations between the two coun- 
tries than the present. The solicitude sincerely felt by 
the president upon this head is greater than the occasion 
referred to would allow him to express: and I am per- 
suaded that there has been no event in his public life 
that has caused him as much regret as he would expe- 
rience in failing to be instrumental in the establishment 
of the very best understanding between the United 
States and Great Britain. lam, sir, with great respect, 
your obedient servant, M. VAN BUREN, 


Mr. McLane to the earl of Aberdeen. 
9, Chandos-st. Portiand Place, 
London, March 16, 1830. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary from the United States of America, in 
calling the attention of the earl of Aberdeen, his ma- 
jesty’s principal secretary of state for foreign affairs, to 
a proposition which he had the honor to submit in writ- 
ing on the 12th of December last; for an arrangement of 
the trade between the United States and the British 
American colonies, and in praying for a decision there- 
upon, is influenced, not merely by considerations of 
duty, urging him to avoid farther delay, but by a hope 
that the time already afforded for deliberation has been 
sufficient to enable his majesty’s ministers to judge of the 
reasonableness of his demands. 

The earl of Aberdeen is already aware that, whatever 
may be the disposition which his majesty’s government 
may now be pleased to make of this subject, it must ne- 
cessarily be final, and indicative of the policy to which it 
will be necessary, in future to adapt the commercial re- 
lations of each country, As the regulations on the part 
of the United States which will follow the decision of 
this government can be adopted by the congress alone, 
it becomes the duty of the undersigned to ascertain and 
transmit such decision during the present session of that 
legislative body. But while the undersigned again soli- 























cits the carliest convenient answer to his proposition, he 
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cannot but repeat that it will be happy for both coun- 
tries if their measures shall coincide in cultivating those 
Jiberal principles of mutual accommodation which are 
the elements of common prosperity and united strength. 

However the fact may be regretted and condemned by 
enlightened statesmen, it cannot be concealed that an- 
cient prejudices and unworthy animosities do still linger 
among the people of both countries; und the earl of 
Aberdeen has been too distinguished an observer of 
events not to perceive the operation of those causes in 
fostering a spirit of commercial jealousy, especially in 
Yelation to the colonia} trade. 

It should be the desire, as it is the interest, of both 
governments, to extinguish these causes of mutual bit- 
terness; to correct the errors which may have interrupt- 
ed the harmony of their past intercourse; to discard from 
their commercial regulations measures of hostile mono- 
poly; and to adopt, instead, a generous system of frank 
and amicable competition. 

‘Thefe las never occurred, in the history of the two 
countries, a fairer opportunity than the present to effect 
this desirable object; and the undersigned feels pleasure 
in remarking the favorable disposition professed by both 
governments on the subject. He begs to suggest, how- 
ever, that this period of amicable expressions deserves 
also to be signalised by acts of mutual concession, which 
may remain to the people of both countries as earnests 
of those liberal relations which their governments have 
resolved to cultivate. Such would be embraced fn the 





proposition which the undersigned has already bad the 
honor to submil; namely, that the United States should 
do now that which they might have done in 1825—re- | 
scind the measures which may be alleged to have con- 
tributed to the present evil, and repeal the laws which 
have been matters of complaint; and that Englind should 
assent now to a measure which, but a few years since, 
she herself proposed. 

The undersigned is unwilling to pass from this topic 
without re-assuring the earl of Aberdeen that it is from 
considerations of this kind that the subject derives its 
highest importance in the view of his government. 
There is no disposition to deny the injurious effects of 
the existing regulations upon the commercial and navi- 
gating enterprise of the people of the United States, as- 
sociated, as it evidently is, with the substantial prosperi- 
ty ot the British West India colonies. Much of the in- 
jury, however, and especially that arising from the tem- 
porary inactivity of a portion of American capital, might 
soon be remedied by acts of the legislature, opening 
new channels for commercial enterprise. Dut the evil 





most to be apprehended is, that, in recurring, on both | 


sides, to the remedy of legislative enactments, a spirit 

of competition might be immediately awakened, which, 

however dispassionately itt might commence, would be 

too apt, in a little while, to become angry aad retaliating. 

in cases of the kind, as has been too well proved, one 

step necesserily leads to another, each tending more and 

more to estrange the two nations, and to produce mu- 

tual injuries, deeply to be deplored when they can no 

longer be remedied. 

it is far from the intention of the undersigned to in- 

timate that the United States could be disposed to com- 

plain of any commercial regulation of Great Britain, 

which, by a system of reasonable preference, should 

consult the interests of her own subjects, provided it 

were done ina spirit of amity and impartiality, and that | 
it should place all nations on an equal footing. But, | 
when the United States shall think they have grounds 

to consider themselves singled out from all other na- 

tions, and made the exclusive object of an injurious re- 

gulation; when they shall imagine it levelled at their 

prosperity alone, either in retaliation of past deeds, or 

for interested purposes—to secure some adventitious ad- 

vantage, or Lo encourage a hostile competition, by means 
of commercial roonopoly; however justifiable, in such 

case, they may admit the regulation to be, in point of 
strict right, they will hardly be able to retrain, not) 
merely trom complaint, but from a course of measures 








calculated, as they may thwk, to avert the intended in- 


jury, though pregnant, perhaps, with consequences to be 
ultimately lameuted, 


While the undersigned would, in no degree, impair 
the full force of these considerations, he would, at the 











same time, be distinctly understood as not employing. 
the Janguage of menace. He has conducted his whole 
negotiation with an unfeigned and anxious desire to see 
the relations of the two countries placed on a footmg 
equally advantageous and honorable to both, as the only 
means of ensuring lasting amity; but, being profoundly 
sensible of the causes by which this desirable object may 
be deteated, he has framed his proposition in such a 
manner xs to enable his majesty’s ministers to co-opes 
rate in his views, without departing from the principles 
of their system of colonial trade and government. To 
this effect, the proposition which he has had the honor 
to sabmit concedes to Great Britain the right of regulas 
ting the trade with her colonics according to her own 
interests, and asks no exemption [rom the discriminate 
ing duties which she has instituted in tavor of her own 
possessions. It invites a particip ition ina direct, rather 
than a circuitous trade, upon terms which Great Britain 
deliberately atlopted in 1825, us bencficiel to her coloe 
nies, and which she continues to the present day to al 
low to all the rest of the vorld. <A _ rejection of ity 
therefore, would appear to result, not from any condeme 
nation of the direct trade, or any conviction of the im- 
policy of permitting it with the West India colonies, but 
rather trom a determination of excluding from it the 
commerce of the United States alone. 

lt is not the intention of the undersigned to undertake 
here the difficult task of minutely rceapitulating on pa- 
per the various suggestions by which, in the course of 
his conferences with his majesty’s ministers, he has en 
deavored to enforce an arrangement on the terms heretoe 
fore stated. He trusts, however, to be excused, if in 
making this last application for an early decision, he 
should recur to afew of the more leading considerations 
connected with the present state of the negotiation. 

And here the undersigned begs to observe that, whate 
ever hope he may have indulged on this subject at any 
period of the negotiation, it has been founded, not so 
much upon the expectation of peculiar favor to the Unite 
ed States,as of a liberal compliance, by his majesty’s 
government, with its own regulations, in allowing the 
United States to participate in a trade permitted to all 
the rest of the world, so far as their participation should 
contribute to the purposes for which such trade was, in 
any manner, authorised, 

‘The arrangement, therefore, proposed by the undets 
signed, does not urge upon the British government a dee 
parture from what may be considered its ordinary colos 
nial regulations, for the benefit of the United States, 
but a recurrence to a course of trade beneficial alike to 
the commerce of the United States and the colonial 
interests of Great Britain, and which has been intere 
rupted by causes not foreseen by the later, and highly 
disadvantageous to both nations, 

lt was the hope of the undersig»ed, that, if the intes 
resis of that portion of the British dominions which, in 
the sixth year of his present majesty’s reign, dictated 
the regulations proposed by the act of parliament ot 
that year, could be subserved by their adoption now, 
Great Britain would not be prevented, by any causes aes 
cideiitaliy or improvidently arising, or by any exclusive 
policy towards the United States, from renewing now 
the offer she then made. 

The undersigned is not disposed to deny that any des 
parture from the rigid policy by which the colonies are 
excluded from all commercial intercourse, except with 
the mother country, must be founded on the interests of 
the colonies themselves; and it will be doubtless conce= 
ded that stich was the object of the regulations proposed 
by the act of parliament of 1825, which were intended 
to furnish the British West lodia islands witha more 
extensive market for their productions, and with the 
means of supplying themselves, on the cheapest terms, 
with all articles o! foreign produce of which they might 
stand in need, 

The act of 1825 was, in fact, a relaxation of the pré< 
vious policy, affording to the West India colonies advane 
tages of trade which they had not previously enjoyed, 
and offering the benefit of their commerce to all the 
world. Ii will searcely be denied that this relaxation 
was dictated by a wise regard for the peculiar wants of 
those islands. Abundant proof of this may be found 
in the reciprocal privileges granted at the same time to 
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the other possessions of Great Britain, the interests of 
which might be supposed to be affected by these regula- 
tions; and more especially in the privileges conferred 
on the northern possessions, of introducing their grain 
into England ata fixed and moderate duty, and of re- 
ceiving in exchange, and importing directly from all 
arts of the world, productions similar to those of the 
est India islands; and also in the reduction of the du- 
ty on the Mauritns sugar, in the ports of Great Britain, 
to an equality with that on the West India sugar. 

It will scarcely be doubted that these privileges were 
fully commensurate with the object. Indeed, it must be 

erceived that they were of extensive scope and grow- 
ing importance, materially affecting the present and 
prospective trade of the West India planters, They 
eonterred on the northern possessions a free and direct 
trade, not only with the European ports, but with the 
eontinent of South America, in which are countries 
daily increasing in resources, and destined, beyond a 
doubt, when the advantages of their soil aud climate 
shall be properly cultivated, to become rival growers of 
the West India produce. 

It may be safely affirmed that these are privileges of 

reater magnitude than any conferred by the same act on 
the West India islands; and it is worthy of remark that 
they are still enjoyed by those possessions, constituting a 
source of profit and prosperity; while, of those for which 
they were given as an equivalent, the West India planter 
has been almost ever since deprived. 

It could not be imagined that the remotest forethought 
was entertained of this state of things, by which the 
West India islands would ultimately be deprived of their 
most natural and profitable market, and their interests 
sacrificed to the adventitious prosperity of possessions 
which already, in the privileges heretofore alluded to, 
and in the scale of discriminating duties provided by the 
act of parliament, enjoyed advantages equivalent to any 
accorded by the protecting policy of Great Britain, Much 
less could the undersigned permit himself to suppose 
the act of 1825 contemplated any other object than those 
which it ostensibly imported, or that those objects could 
be permanently defeated by accidental causes. 

The undersigned need not here enter into a particular 
defence of the omission on the part of the United States 
seasonably to embrace the offer of the direct trade made 
by Great Britain in the year 1825, and to which allusion 
has so frequently been made. Whether it be a subject 
more of regret or of censure, it ought to be enough that 
the claims advanced in justification of it have since been 
abandoned by those who made them—have received no 
sanction from the people of the United States, and that 
they are not now revived, If it be the intention of Great 
Britain to perpetuate the present state of things from a 
belief that it is more for her interest, she will require no 
warrant from the past; and if she intend it for any other 
purpose the mistakes of the past will not jusiify a policy 
observed towards the United States alone, while unin- 
forced against other nations chargeable with similar ne- 
glect. It these mistakes have Jed to the mutual injury 
of both countries, there ought rather to be inspired a dis- 
position to remedy such injury, and to prevent its future 
recurrence. 

The undersigned, therefore, may be content to admit, 
that, in cousequence of the failure by the past adminis- 
tration of the government of the United States to com- 

ly with the provisions of the act of parliament of 1825, 

y repealing certain restrictions in their laws deemed 
incompatible with the interests of the colonies, Great 
Britain thought proper, by order in council, to exclude 
them from the direct trade authorised by that act. But 
it cannot, therefore, be supposed that they were thus 
excluded because Great Britain had repented of the re- 
gulations of 1825, which she continued to extend to all 
other nations, though some of them, too, had neglected 
the conditions of that act; neither could it be supposed 
that the importance of a direct trade with the United 
States had in any degree diminished. 

It is not a fair inference from any measure, neither is 
it avowed on the face of any public document of Great 
Britain, that, by the interdict applied by the order in 
council, she intended, permanently and unchangeably, 
to deprive the United States and her West India islands 
of the benefit of a direct trade, which had always been 





deemed of the first importance to both. The opposite 
is the natural inference; and it is dae to the character of 
Great Britain, and to her knowledge of her true inte- 
rests, to believe that the adjustment of trade with her 
several possessions by the act of 1825, was, in her opi- 
nion, salutary, and that she sought to secare tt in every 
part, and to give it more complete effect, by her order 
in council, the true intent of which was to exclude the 
United States from the direct trade merely until they 
should consent to engage in it on terms mutually ede 
vantageous, It was thus, whilst her other possessions 
were left in the enjoyment of their privileges, Great 
Britain intended to secure to the West India islands the 
commercial benefits which had bcen designed for them 
by these regulations, 

Nor are the answers heretofore given by this govern- 
ment in the course of previous negotiations, incompati- 
ble with this interpretation of the order in council. After 
applying the interdict for the purposes of the act of 1825, 
it was not unreasonable that the time of its removal 
should be adapted to the same ends. It might have 
been designed, not merely to evince the predilection of 
Great Britain for regulations adopted in 1825, but to 
manifest to all other nations the mutual advantages of 
that course of trade, and to yield toa liberal spirit when 
that effect should be produced. ‘Fhe language of the 
late Mr. Canning, and lord Dudley, authorises this be- 
lief. Mr. Canning said no more than that the British 
gevernment would not feel bound to remove the inter- 
dict, asa matter of course, whenever it might suit a fo- 
reign nation to reconsider her measures; implying, sure- 
ly, that, under other circumstances, our overtare would 
not be rejected. In the negotiation with Mr. Canning, 
moreover, the American pretensions, which, before that 
time, had embarrassed an arrangement, were not conced- 
ed; and on that ground, particularly, Mr. Gallatin’s 
proposition was then declined. At the time of the ne- 
gotiation with lord Dudley, neither party had telt the 
effects of a state of things which neither had ever con- 
templated, and for which Great Britain had never, antil 
then, manifested any desire. 

Without attempting here to point out the error of 
lord Dudley’s conception of Mr. Gallatin’s proposition, 
the undersigned contents himself with suggesting that 
his answer most particularly referred to the proposition 
merely in regard to the form and the time. Ic neither 
said nor intimated, as, had such been the intention, it 
unquestionably would have done, that Great Britain de- 
signed, by the order in council, permanently to abandon 
the objects of her act of 1825. 

It must be admitted that such inference would be in- 
compatible with the views entertained by the present 
ministry, as expressed in the order in council of 1828, 
gratuitously extending and continuing to Spain the pri- 
vileges granted by the act of 1825, which she also, had 
forfeited, by failing, up to that period, to comply with 
the conditions. 

On no supposition, consistent with ordinary impartia- 
lity towards a friendly nation, can this order be recon- 
ciled, than that the whole subject rested in the diseretion 
of the ministry, to be changed and modified at any time 
when they might deem it expedient. 

The undersigned, therefore, takes leave to suppose 
that the present state of things is new and unexpected 
in the colonial history of Great Britain; that the interests 
and advantages dependent upon it are atlventitious, su- 
bordinate, it not opposed, to the act of parliament of 
1825, and injurious to the interests contemplated by that 
act; and that it was neither intended to be produced nor 
perpetuated by the order in council of 1826. He is in- 
duced, therefore, by these considerations, to renew his 
hope that the real purposes of that order may now be 
fulfilled, and the cardinal object of the act of 1825 ef- 
fectually promoted, 

He would venture to ask, moreover, whether those 
interests which have recently sprung up out of this ad- 
ventitious state of things, which depend upon accidenial 
cuuses, and subsist upon the sufferings ef others more 
ancient in standing, and at least equal in magnitude, 
have any peculiar claim to be upheld? They connected 
themselves with a course of trade subversive of the 
leading motives of the aet of 1825, and necessarily tem- 
porary, and which it would be unreasonable to convert 
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into a permanent arrangement, unless it could be proved 
that it had attained, or was likely to attain, in some other 
way, all the objects contemplated by that act. 

The regulations of the sixth year of his present ma- 
jesty’s reign were not adopted without reason, or un- 
valled for by the condition of the West India colonies. 
The improvident legislation with which their trade with 
the United States has been unhappily restricted, subse- 
quently to the year 1822, had produced embarrassments 
which all acknowledged, and which the measures of 
1825 proposed to obviate, by extending the market for 
their productions, and enlarging the means of a cheap 
supply. 

Such, it must be admitted, was the obvious remedy 
for the evil; and, if their own picture of actual distress 
and embarrassment be not overdrawn, the situation of 
the West india planters is more in need of its application 
at present than in the year 1825. Seldom, indeed, if 
ever, have their distresses been more intense, or their 
supplications for relief more urgent. 

t is also true that, according to usual custom in peri- 
ods of public distress, the evils which now ufflict the 
West India planters have been ascribed to causes various 
in their mature, and not always consistent. For evils of 
general prevalence, however, there is always some cause 
of general and uniform operation; aud it certainly is not 
unfair to argue that the same circumstances which have 
led to suck a calamitous state of things at one period, 
may lead to similar effects at another; therefore, that 
an aggravation of those causes which produced the em- 
barrassments prevalent from 1822 to 1825, may produce 
the same, in a still more oppressive degree, at present, 
and may render them insuppurtable hereafter. 

That there isan immense reduction in the value of 
eolonial produce, is not a matter of conjectural specula- 
tion. It will not be denied that it fas been taking place 
gradually since the interruption of the direct trade, un- 
til it may be affirmed that the nett proceeds of a single 
hogshead of sugar are less, by ten pounds sterling, than 
they were in the last year. 

It is not a matter of doubt to the undersigned thet the 
total loss to the West India planters of a direct trade 
with the United States, the most natural source of their 
supplies, andthe most profitable market for their pro- 
ductions, by enhancing the price of the one, and not 
merely lowermg the price, but diminishing the quantity 
ofthe other, is sufficient, without the aid of the other 
causes which might be cited, to produce a state of distress 
greater even than that of which they at present com- 

lain. 

The Earl of Aberdeen will scarcely need be informed 
that the consumption, in the United States, of West In- 
dia produce, is very considerable; but it may not be 
superfluous to state that, of foreign sugar alone, it is eer- 
tainly little less than sixty millions of pounds per annum; 
of foreign molasses, it is not less than thirteen millions 
of gallons; and of tore.gn rum, it is equal to three mil- 
lions and a half; and yet, in consequence of the present 
embarrassments of the direct trade, the importation of 
British West India produce has substantially ceased. 

{t does not appear, in the mean time, that the planter 
has been indemnified for his loss by any other market. 
In that of London, he certainly has not: it neither re- 
quires the surplus produce thus left on the hands of the 
planter, nor offers him an equal price for that which it 
eoasimes, 

The freight to New York is one shilling, and to Lon- 
don five shillings per hundred weight; the difference of 
insurance between the two places, also, is as one to six 
per cent. The price ot sugar, therefore, ought to be 
proportionably higher in the London market. ‘The ear! 
of Aberdeen will perceive, however, by a reference to 
the prices current of Philadelphia, Boston, and London, 
already submitted to his inspection, that, instead of be- 
ing greater, the price is less in the market of London 
than in that of the United States. The sugar of St.Croix, 
which is of an inferior quality to that of Jamaica, is 
quoted in the prices current of the United States at 
from eight to ten dollars and fifty cents per hundred 
weight; and while the price of nine dollars and fifty 
cents, alter deducting freight and duty, would nett 
twenty-five shillings sterling, the prices in London, it is 
believed, do not nett more than twenty-two shiilings 





per handred weight, for sugar of similar quality. The 
undersigned begs leave also to remark, that an examinas 
tion of the syme prices current, for the purpose of com- 
paring the prices of the lower qualities of sugar, as well 
as of rum, would present a more striking disparity in 
favor of the market of the United Siates. 

It may not be necessary to assert the impossibility of 
supplying the West India islands at present without the 
aid, directly or indirectly, of the United States. If this 
were not the case, unless the supplies could be drawn 
from other possessions of Great Britain, the undersigned 
will not imagine that there could be any motive or pre- 
tence, as between other nations, to exclude the United 
States; more especially as it is not likely that any other 
nation could furnish them on terms e jually advantageous, 

But the undersigned may assert wih perfect safety, 
that, for a great portion of their principal supplies, es- 
pecially flour, Indian meal, rice, boards, staves, and shin- 
gles, tie West India islands must be, for a long time, 
dependent upon the United States; for rice, in fact, 
they must always be so. ‘he proximity of the ports 
of the United States and the West India islands to each 
other; the adaptation of their productions to their mu- 
tual wants; the capacity of the United States to furnish 
the principal articles of provisions, at all seasons, in a 
fresh state, and by a cheap navigation; and, above all, 
the extent and steadfastness of their demand for the is- 
land productions, not only constitute them the best cus- 
tomers of the planters, but give them advantages for such 
a trade not possessed by any other nation, Even the 
British northern possessions, if in fact they were equally 
capable of producing the necessary articles, could not 
enter into cotupetition upon equil terms, The physical 
impediments which, for at least Lulf the year, embarrass 
their intercourse with the islands, compel the latter, du- 
ring that time, to louk elsewhere for any immediate sup- 
plies of which they may stand in need. 

Not to dwell too minutely on this point, the under- 
signed will content himself with referring to the general 


| course and extent of this trade in all past times; to the 


value of the supplies uniformly furnished by the United 
States, under all the disadvantages of a restricted and 
embarrassed intercourse; and to the vast amount whieh 
is even now finding its way through indirect and diffi- 
cult, and consequenily expensive channels, under & 
positive and total interdict of the direct trade, Surely 
if other parts, with which the trade is not merely direct 
but highly favored, were actually able, from their owao 
resources and productions, to furnish these supplies, 
there would be no recourse for them to the United 
States. 

Vhe undersigned is unable to speak with precision of 
the amount of provisions and other articles actually sup- 
plied from the United States in the present course of bu- 
smess. There is a difficulty ia tracmg the trade through 
the numerous channels into which it has been diverted 
from its natural course. ‘labular statements are not, in 
all respects, full and accurate; especially when they re- 
late to merchandise transported across the frontier lines, 
and passing down the St. Lawrence to the northern pos- 
sessions; of such there being but little, if any, account 
tuken in the custom-houses. 

These circumstances render all conclusions on this 
subject more or less matters of conjecture. It is the 
opinion, however, of the most intelligent persons en- 
gaged in the trade, both before and since the order in 
council of 1826, and an opinion which, it is believed, can- 
not be controverted, that an amount equal to more than 
a half of that heretofore exported through the direct 
channels still continues to go by the present circuitous 
routes. Ithas even been asserted by intelligent com- 
mercial men, th .t Jamaica has not consumed less of the 
flour, and provisions generally, of the United States, 
though at an additional and oppressive expense, than 
when the trade was direct. ‘The routes through which 
these supplies now pass comprehend not merely the 
northern possessions, which have the solitury advantage 
of occasionally affording « better assortment of goods, 
but the islands of St. Thomas and St. Bartholomew’s, 
Martinique, Guadaloupe, and the port of St. Jago de 
Cuba. 

It is believed that those facts will be fully sustained, 
so far as certain official returns in the archives of this 
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government, to which the undersigned has had access, 
may be relied on. One of these, being a comparative ac- 
count of the quantity of provisions and lumber imported 
into the British West Indies in the years 1825 and 1828, 
the undersigned hes already submitted to the earl of 
Aberdeen as deserving of particular atiention. It would 
appear from this, that, of the corn and grain imported 
into those islands in 1825, amounting to $83,332 buslrels, 
227 .248 bushels were introduced from the United States, 
7,012 from the British colonies in North America, 9,249 
from the foreign West Indies, 1,584 from foreign Eu- 
rope, and the remainder from the United Kingdom, and 
the islands of Jersey and Guernses; thus constituting the 
United States, in the regular course of the trade, the na- 
tural and cheapest source of supply. It also appears that 
yn the year 1828, of the aggregate importation, then re- 
duced to 351,832 bushels, 27 bushels only were intro- 
duced directly from the United States; but, from the 
foreign West Indies, 126,22t; from the British colonies 
in North America, 45,495; trom foreign Europe, 464, 
and from the Unned Kingdom, &c. 172,718 bushels. 

In 1825 there were imported into the same islands 
202,737 barrels of meal and flour; of which the United 
States supplicd directly 161,568, the British colonies in 
North Ameri¢a 4.252, foreign Europe 400, foreign West 
Indies 21,090, and the United Kingdom, &c. 15,447 bar- 
rels, In 1828 the sggregate importation of the same ar- 
ticles was 206,655 barrels; of which the United States 
gent directly 940 barrels, and the foreign West Indies 
142,092, the British colonics in North America 36,766, 
foreign Europe 1,155, and the United Kingdom 25,331. 

A similar result is more simkingly presented in the are 
tiele of rice; and it is also shown by the same account, 
that, of the amount of lumber introduced since the inter- 
ruption of the direct trade, nearly cne half of the most 
eatuable kinds, which previously went directly from the 
United States, passed through the foreign West Indies; 


of shingles, considerably more than one half; and of 


slaves, a greater number were imported from the foreign 
West lndies in 1828 than were introduced directly from 
the United States in 1825, 

It wili not escape the attention of the earl of Aberdeen 
that the forcign West Indies derive their means of ex- 
porting these articles principally, if not exclusively, trom 
the United States; and that, while the importance to the 
planters of their direct trade with the latter is thus ex- 
eimplfied by these statements, it is also shown that the di- 
version of it into indirect and circuitous channels does not 


eonfer equally substantial advantages upon the British | 


northern colonies. 

With this view of the subject, the undersigned takes 
leave to ask, why may not these supplies, which must 
thus necessarily be drawn from the United States, be fur- 
nished by means of a dweet trade? = Lt must be admitted 
that the evils of the mdivect trade fall upon the planters. 
Among these may be considered the charges of double 
freight and insurance, the expenses of transhipment, and 
the commissions and duties in the neutral islands, esti- 
mated ut 50 per centum on the first cost of lumber, and 
from 15 to 20 per centum on provisions. So far as this 
estimate relates to lumber, it is fully warranted by the 
official account cf the comparative prices of that article 


in Jamaiea in the years 1825 and 1828, already submit- 


ted to the earl of Aberdeen; and as it respects provisions, 
the duty of five shillings per barrel ou flour, and in pro- 
portion on other articles, as completely sustains it. But 
to these evils, great as they are, must be added the total 
Jasg of the market offered by the United States under a 
divect trade, the extent and advontages of which have al- 
ready been shown, and would have continued for an in- 
definite Jength of time, if not interrupted by these re- 
strietions. 

{t is true the cultivation of sugar had heen commene- 
ed, and is extending in the United States, but under dit- 
ficulties and impediments arising from the nature of the 
climate, and the frequent mjury of the erops by the varia- 























been further encouraged by a recent augmentation of the 
drawback, placing it on an equal footing with domestic 
sugar in respect to foreign murkets. Under these cir- 
cumstances, while the direct trade remained open, there 
would, as has been said, have continued a great and aug- 
meating demand for the West fndia sugars for an indefi- 
nite length of time. The present restrictions, however, 
menace the planter with its total loss, if, in fact, they 
have not already ensured it. In proportion as they aug- 
ment the embarrassments and expense of the trade with 
the British West India islands, they eompel the United 
States to grow their own sugar, and act as bounties to 
encourage and improve its cultivation; or they indace them 
to look tor their indispensable supplies to other islands, 
more liberal in their commercial regulations. 

In the mean time, the planters, while they lose a 
market, ample, constant, profitable, and contiguous, 
find no indemnification in that of the northern posses- 
sions, whuse consumption is comparatively limited, nor 
in that of the mother country; for there, in addition to 
the low prices already adverted to, they must encounter 
the sugar of the Mauritus, which, being now placed on 
an equality with their own, has increased the amount of 
its importation, in the course of five years, from four 
thousand six hundred, to a little less, as it is beleived, 
than thirty thousand tons. From this state of things, 
therefore, serious injury avises to the trade, both of the 
United States and the British West India islands. So 
far as that injury presses upon the latter, it is confidently 
submitted whether plenary relief can be found,as has 
been supposed, in the reduction of the duties upon their 
produce, unless it be in a manner to give them a mono- 


‘poly in the home market equal to that of which they 


have been deprived in the United States; or even then, 
unless the reduction be in proportion, not merely to the 
loss of the market, but to the increased charges mcident 
to the indirect trade for their necessary supplies. 

The supply of sugar is already greater than the de- 
mand of the home market; and the amount of reduction 
of duty could not be a clear gain to the planter, because 
it would be also attended wth « partial fall of the price, 
and his gain could be in proportion to the latter only, 
This mode of relief, without a correspondent reduction 
of the bounty allowed to the refiner, would be prejudi- 
cial to the revenue, but, with such reduction, much more 
injurious to the refiner; and if, as it may be well suppos- 
cd, one half, at least, of the sugars imported from the 
West Indies are manufactured tor exportation, it is not 
likely that such mode of relief would, in any event, be 
beneficial to the planter. It is suggested with great re- 
spect and deference, thatthe more obvious and natural 
remedy for an evil, which all must admit, would be to 
remove the cause, ‘This would be done by cheapening 
the supplies, and extending the market for the produc- 
tions of the islands, and by authorising a direet trade 
with the United States to a degree commensurate with 
the interests and necessities of the islands, and on such 
terms as are now allowed, for sitnilar purposes, to all the 
rest of the world. 

The partial application of a iike remedy produced 4 
salutary effeet from 1825 to 1826; and, therefore, it may 
well be presumed that a more thorough experiment on 
both sides, at present, would still be more beneficial. 
At that time undoubtedly, the British northern posses- 
sions neither complained nor had cause of complaint; 
still less can any such cause have arisen since, as their 
monopoly of the direct trade, instead of relieving, has 
only aggravated the sufferings of the planters! 

It hus been stated to the undersigned, however, as the 
opinion of Great Britain, that, while devising measures 
for the relief of the West Indies, it is, at the same time, 
indispensably necessary to consider the claims of the 
northern possessions to be projected in the enjoyment 
of certain accidental advantages. ‘Though the under- 
signed by no means adinits the justice of these claims, 


he weuld observe, that, if they were to receive protec- 
tion, it ought, at least, to be effected in soue way not 
|ineonsistent with the meditated relief of the planters. 
This might be done by granting greater facilities for the 
introduction of the produce of the northern possessions 
into the mother country—a measure which would not 
merely benefit them, but would ensure ‘important ad- 
vantages to Great Britain, by increasing her revenue, 


bleness of the seasons. It lias to contend, also, with the 
superiority, if not the indispensable necessity of foreign 
sugar for the purpose of the refiners The demand of 
the latter is stcuiiast and meressing, being commensurate, 
not merely with the consump:ion of refined sugar im the 
United States, but the growing trade in it with all parts 
of the world, ‘the exportation of refined sugar has also 
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and augmenting and perpetuating the consumption of 
her. manufactures in these possessions. 

But the proposition does not go to exclude the pro- 
ductions of the northern colonies, or even to expose them 
without protection to a competition with those of the 

nited States. It supposes, on the contrary, that, as far 
as the former are capable of producing the articles in de- 
mand, a fair preference is already secured to them in the 
West india market by the scale of duties prescribed by 
the act of 1825, and fully commensurate, consistently 
with the interests of the planters, with that object. That 
scale could only prove insufficient if the capacity to pro- 
duce did not exist, or should depend for its existence 
upon an exclusive monopoly ruinous to all other in- 
terests, 

It is not for the undersigned, therefore, to object to 
that scale of duties as regulated by the act of 1825; though 
it must be allowed to give the productions of the north- 
ern possessions of Great Britain an equal, or even a 
better chance in the West India market; but he requires 
that the United States, as far as they are capable of sup- 
plying its wants, may be permitted, in common with the 
rest of the world, to contribute supplies by a direct trade, 
and that they may be carriers of such of their own pro- 
ductions as ure indispensable or highly necessary to the 
planters. That the northern possessions have an in- 
terest in the present state of things, the undersigned 
does not mean to deny, nor particularly to state. It is 
sufficient for him to repeat what has already been re- 
marked, that the interesis which have grown up in that 
quarter are adventitious in their character, and subordi- 
nate to all the great considerations connected with this 
subject. They may be of some importance in them- 
selves, and yet there may be views of higher moment 
and grander scope, to some of which allusion has al- 
ready been mate, before which, in every sense, they 
ought to give way. 

it will be difficult to maintain the propriety of the 
elaim by the northern possessions, that they should be 
secured in the enjoyment of a direct trade with all parts 
of the world, and that it should be denied to other pos- 
sessions of Great Britain, to whom it is more necessary. 


Of the capacity of the British West Indies to supply 
with their productions all the demands of the northern 
colonies, there can be no doubt; yet those colonies, by a 
«hrect trade, may introduce similar productions from 
foreign countries; why,then, may not the British islands 
be permitted by the same medium to introduce those 
articles which the northern possessions cannot supply, 
and for which they are dependent upon others? I! the 
Canadian may import from foreign countries by a direct 
trade, merchandise of which he is not in need for his own 
subsistence, and which he may procure from other co- 
lonies of Great Britain, why may not the West Indian 
receive from the United States in the same dircet man- 
ner that which is indispensably necessary to him, and 
which none of his majesty’s colonies can supply? 


The undersigned docs not pretend to state, since he 
is unable to obtain the information requisite to enable 
him to state with accuracy, the precise proportion which 
the productive capacity of the northern possessions bears 
to the wants ofthe West India islands. It is the general 
opinion thatthe productions of those possessions, especial- 
ly corn and other bread staffs, but little exceed the quantity 
required tor their own consumption; and that the amount! 
of those articles, and even of lumber exported by them 
to the mother country, the West Indies, and to other 
ports, is derived principally from the United States, 
and from some ports of Europe. This opinion would 
seem to be confirmed by the state of the trade between 
those possessions and the United States, and by the en- 
couragement given heretofore, and at present, by low 
duties, to the introduction into their ports from the lat- 
ter of most, if not all, of the foregoing articles. 


The exports from the United States to the British 
American colonies consist principally of flour, meal, In- 
dian corn, wheat, ship-bread, rice, pot and pearl ashes, 


butter, and lamber; amounting annually, according to | 


the circumstances of the year, to trom two and one half 
and three and one half millions of dollars, and little in- 
ferior in value to the aggregate exports from the United 
States to the British West India islands in an open trade, 
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The Earl of Aberdeen has already inspected the offle 
cial tables of the exports of domestic articles from the 
United States during the year 1827; and though, for 
purposes of comparison, similar tables for 1828 would be 
more precise, it is believed they would not diminish, if 
they did not add tothe weight of those of 1827. From 
this statement, and a recurrenee to the account already 
explained, to suy nothing of the amount of produce pas- 
sing down the St. Lawrence, of which, as has been ob- 
served, little, if any, account is taken in the United 
States, the earl of Aberdeen will perceive that, after a 
full experiment of the advantages afforded to the British 
northern colonies by the present course of trade, they 
are iu fact dependent upon the United States for cone 
siderably more than double the amount of their exports 
to the British West Indies. 

By these statements, it appears that, in 1828, the 
British northern colonies exported to the British West 
India islands 45,495 bushels of corn and grain, and, as far 
as the trade in 1827 may be considered indicative of that 
of 1828, they received from the United States 88,456 
bushels of the same articles; that, of flour and meal, 
they received from the United States 136,770 barrels, 
and exported to the West Ind‘es only 36,766; and thata 
like proportion is observable in the articles of ship bread 
and biscuit, and rice. Of lumber, the official tables of 
the United States are not supposed to afford any satis- 
factory aecount; and in respect to pot and pearl ashes, 
the British statement is silent; though it will probably 
be conceded that the supplies of the Jatter articles are 
principally from the United States. 

On looking to the Jarge amount of importations from 
the United States by the British northern colonies, the 
comparatively small exportation from the latter to the 
British West Indies cannot escape observation. That 
these islands require much more than the quantity fur 
nished them by the north, is shown, not only by the tae 
ble of their direct trade with the United States, but by 
the amount furnished at present, under all the pressure 
of the discriminating duties, from the foreign West In- 
dies. It is a matter, in fact, that does not admit of a 
doubt. That the northern colonies do not, under these 
circumstances, send more of the produce received by 
them from the United States, must be either because a 
great part of it is absorbed by the demands for the home 
consumption, or that it is necessary for their export 
trade with other parts of the world. ‘The first cause 
satisfactorily evinces the incapacity of those possessions, 
even under their present advantages, to augment, in any 
considerable degree, their own productions; the last 
does not merely evince this, but manifests more striking 
ly the inexpedicney of their claim toa monopoly of the 
trade with the West Indies, to the exclusion of the 
United States, upon whose productions they are theme 
selves dependent, not only for their trade with the West 
Indies, but also for that with the mother country, and 
with the foreign European parts. 

If these facts should be considered as requiring fure 
ther confirmation, it may be found in the testimony of 
several of the most intelligent inhabitants of the northern 
colonies, taken in 1826, before the select committee on 
emigration, by which it appears that, at that period, and 
previously, Lower Canada did not supply any flour suited 
to the West India market; and that the whole of the ex- 
ports of the upper province, not exceeding 40,000 bare 
rels, were disposed of in the ports of Newfoundland, 
New Brunswick, and Halifax, and were insufficient for 
their wants; that Quebec depended, in a great degree, 
for provisions, upon the supplies furnished by the Uni- 
ted States; and that Canada, at the time, found the ute 
most difficulty in subsisting her own population. It was 
further stated in that testimony, that ‘‘there was not 
sufficient corn grown in Upper Canada to induce any 
foreign market to deal with them ; and that it would be 
extremely desirable, for some years to come, to intro 
duce Ameriean flour into the Canadas, in order to make 
up their deficit for the supply of the West Indies:” that 
in fact, their own supply to the West India merchant was 
very inconsiderable, and ‘that they formed a ve 
secondary consileration in his estimation.” One of the 
persons examined! on that occasion, a iegisiative coun 
cillor of Lower Canada, gave it as his opinion, and as 
one which he thought would be taken for granted, that 
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the provinces of the two Canadas would not be able, 
from their own produce, to supply a single barrel of 
flour to the West India market for the next twenty years. 
Without presuming that any of these opinions are in all 
respects accurate, but making every allowance for the 
character of such answers, which, if any degree er- 
roneous, are likely to err in favor of the Canadas, it may 
be safely and confidently assumed that the northern 
possessions do not now, and cannot for a great number 
of years, however, they may be favored and encourag- 
ed, produce the requisite supplies for the West Indies. 
They must rely upon other sources, and principally 
upon the United States, not merely to furnish the de- 
ficiency, but as consumers of the West India produce. 
To this extent, and for these purposes, the proposition 
of the undersigned asks for a direct intercourse. The 
undersigned would here observe, moreover, that the 
northern colonies offer as little advantage in their de- 
mand for the produce of the British West India islands, 
as in their capacity to furnish supplies. He is aware of 
the erroneous supposition that the United States, in their 
direct trade with the British West Indies heretofore, 
did not take so much of their produce as of specie, to be 
invested, as it was imagined, in the produce of other 
islands. So far, however, as it may be thoug!t to argue 
an unfavorable course of trade between the United States 
and those islands, he muy confidently rely for its refuta- 
tion, not only upon its obvious improbability, but upon 
the past, and even the present course of the trade. 

It is obvious that the restrictions by which the trade of 
the United States with the Brith West Indies has been 
so frequently embarrassed, offered peculiar inducements 
to the importation of specicv; but on this head the un- 
dersigned may venture to affirm that the amount of spe- 
cie has not, at any period of the direct trade, exceeded 
much more than one fourth of the importation into the 
United States through those islands, 

Without stopping to deteet the error of supposing any 
thing unfavorable to the general result of trade trom the 
exchange of specie for produce, which lord Aberdeen is 
aware is a natural occurrence, incident to commerce in 
all parts of the world, it will be sufficient to observe 
that, as the advantages of the direct trade to the West 
India planter were never doubted, it may fairly be in- 
erred that the exchanges were mutually made in the 
most profitable medium. ‘That specie was occasionally 
freceived tor part of the supplies furnished by the United 
States, need not be denied; which would prove, only, 
that, from the general result of their traffic with other 
parts, the West India planters were enabled to deal 
more profitably in specie for the produce of the Unired 
States—this affording additional illustration of the mutual 
advantage of their mtercourse, But the undersigned 
tukes leave wholly to doubt that specie was taken for 
the purpose of being invested in similar articles in the 
Joreign islands. 

Unless an occasional instance of the kind has been 

roduced by the pressure of those restrictions which it 
is now proposed to abolish, the oecurrence of it would 
argue in the merchant the unaccountable folly of sub- 
mitting to a prolonged voyage, but reduce freight, and 
to the other disadvantages of «a circuitous trade, in the 
search after commodities which lay ready at hand, and 








which he might convey immediately to his market by a 
direct voyage, and at a better freight. 

it will doubtless, however, vecur to lord Aberdeen, 
that, whatever may have been the eourse or nature of 
tae exchanges in a direct trade, they were not merely 
adapted to the necessities of the parties, but are not like- 
dy to be improved under the embarrassments of an in- 
direct trade; or that more produce and less specie 
would pass off through the circuitous than the direct 
ehanoel, 

Though the northern eslonies may become the car- 
riers, they do not thereby beeome the consumers, ex- 
cept to a limited extent, of the West India produce.— 
“Their capacity to consume in produce the value of a) 
supplies earried by them to the West Indies, or even of 
that part going from the United States, will not be as- 
gerted; and therefore, K is not perceived how such pro- 
duce can ‘be received by them, unless from a reliance on 
the consumption of it in the United States, or other fo- 
reign parts, Indeed, in some of the officig) and other 


statements furnished by those provinces to the British 
government, the advantages of a free transit of Ameri- 
can flour through the northern possessions are argued 
from the expectation that those districts in the United 
States which furnish the flour will receive from the Ca- 
nadians foreign produce in barter! Not to advert to the 
complete annihilation of such expectation by an inter- 
dict of the supply through such a channel, it must be 
obvious that the United States will not take more pro- 
duce or less specie under the embarrassments of an in- 
direct intercourse. It is, on the contrary, reasonable to 
infer that, in such ease, for the more bulky articles of 
West India produce, they would be led to rely, in a 
still greater degree, upon foreign islands, with aug- 
mented facilities; and that they would require specie im 
return for that portion of their supplies passing through 
the northern colonies; thereby increasing rather than 
diminishing the drain of that article, so far as it may be 
supposed to be affected by those regulations. 


‘The undersigned would beg leave further to observe, 
that a refusal of the proposition which he has had the 
honor to make can have no other obvious pretence than, 
by means of a monopoly, to give a forced growth to the 
productions of the northern possessions, and, in the 
mean time, to compel the earrying of the produce of 
the United States and that of the British West Indies 
through their ports! 

The very neeessity of a monopoly to effect such a 
purpose, however, clearly points out the difficulties of 
production, and the embarrassments of such a course of 
trade, and shows the losses and distresses to which the 
planter must be subjected for an indefinite length of 
time. 

It is by no means certain, however, that these objects 
are consistent with each other, and that the abandant 
supply of the productions of the United States through 
the northern ports would not as effectually discourage 
the productions of those possessions as the direct trade, 
and in this way perpetuate the monopoly. Such a re- 
sult is shown to be more than probable by the foregoing 
observations, and by the official statements to which 
they apply. But itis perfectly certain that, if this mo- 
nopoly should have the intended effect of fostering the 
growth in Canada of the articles required tor the West 
India market, it would also have the effect of impelling 
the United States to the cultivation within themselves 
of the articles for which they have becn accustomed to 
depend upon the West Indies, and consequently of di-« 
minishing their demand tor those articles. The ability 
of the north to supply the planter, therefore, would be 
attended with the loss to the latler of the means of pur- 
chasing the supply. 

The reasonable duty proposed by the act of 1825, 
even without the aid of the additional privileges to which 
the undersigned has heretolore presumed to allude, by 
gradually and reciprocally developing the resources ani 
the means of consumption of the northern possessions, 
by providing a necessary revenue for the planters, and 
in the interim affording them an advantageous market, 
would be much more effectual in attaining all rational 
and desirable ends, 


From an impartial view of all the considerations in- 
volved in the subject, may not such a course be deemed 


| worthy at least of an experiment? Whether we regard 


the genera} deductions of argument, or the series of in- 
disputable fagts arising out of the course of trade be- 
fore and since the order in council of 1526, it ewan scaree- 
ly be denied that the present state ot things has, thus 
lar, produced greater imjury to the British West ladies 
than benefit to the British northern possessions; and 
that the regulations of the act of 1825 would be ex- 
tremely beneficial to the planters, if indeed not abso- 
lutely remedial of their great distress, will not be ques- 
tioned. From a recurrence to those regulations, there- 
fore, much positive good is certain to arise; whereas the 
injary apprehended to others exists only in conjecture, 
can be ascertained only by experience, and may always 
be remedied by the protecting measures of Great Bri- 
tain, It would appear, therefore, to the undersigned, 
not merely courteous to the United States, but just to 
the various possessions of Great Britain, to recur to the 








expedient of trying, under the favorable legislation of 
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both countries, the real utility of the adjustment of 


1825. 

If the encouragement of the northern productions be 
not sufficient in its results to justify the permanent ex- 
clusion of those of the United States from the British 
West India islands, it is equally uoreasonable to insist 
that the latter and the produce of the islands shail be 
carried circvitously through the northern ports, ata loss 
to the producer. The present demand, in addition to 
the indemnities actually enjoyed by the northern ports, 
strips the West India planter of every advantage intend- 
ed tor him by the act of 1825, taking from him not 
merely the general benefits of a direct trade, but at the 
same ume depriving him of the revenue provided for 
the support of the local government. That the produc- 
tions sent through the Canadas are not cheaper in the 
West indies than those going through other ports, Is 
shown by the tact, already made apparent, that a very 
important part of their supply is earricd in the latter 
way, and especially through the Danish islands; but, as 
no duty is collected on that coming from the British 
possessions, the planter, on his paying the same price as 
for that charged with a duty, must, in addition, mike Up, 
by some other means, the loss to his revenue, 

dts at such sacrifices of public considerations, aud of 
important interests of Great Britain herseli, that the pre- 
sent Claim is made, of forcing the trade of the United 
States with the British West India islands through the 
British northern possessions. 

‘The undersigned might herve ask the question, whether 
advantages like these now claimed, uncertain and contin- 
gent as they must necessarily be, deserved to be cherish- 


ed at the risk which must eventually attead them? Are | 


they of sufficient maguitude to justily the encouragement 
of a spirit of Jealousy between two neighbormg vations, 
whose prosperity, it is admitted, would be best promot- 
ed by mutual good will, or the sowing in the population 
ol these portkern possessions the seeds of commercial 


bostiluy, which may produce ryots ot bitterness, difficult | 


to be eradicated, 


‘ 








The undersigned, however, hopes to be excused for | 


esking lord Aberdeen to consider whether this clan be 
notas difficult of attainment in fact, as it is of justification 
in reason? 

That the United States may be prevented from enjoy- 
éng a direct rade with the LB. itish West ludia islands, is 
not to be questioned; but it docs not follow that they 
can be compelicd to carry on the induweet wade through 
the British northern possessious in preference to the 
other ports, aud im opposition to the interest and imelina- 
tions ol the American people. Lo censure a continuance 
of such # constrained state of things would requive a lar 


greater degree of favor than Great Britain gives to those | 


possessions at present, or could give al any Ume without 
effecting the ruin of her West India plauters. 


The present course of wade through those colonies, | 
in fact, Owes ils existence, in a great measure, to the | 


toleration and torbearauce of the United States, ‘They 
have submitted to it for the moment, in the expectation 
that the regulations of the order of 1826 were merely 
temporary, and would yield, in due time, to a liberal 
regard to the general interests of commerce. But when 
Great Britam sball avow the mtention permanently to 
exclude the United States trom the direct Wade with ber 
West ludia islands, and to compel the interchange of 
their products to pass through her northera possessions, 
for the purpose of creating or sustaining vival interests 
in that quarter, it will then be for the United States to 
decide whether their indirect (rade may not be more pro- 
fitably couducted through other channels. 

So entirely dependent are the northern possessions 
upon the will of the United States ior the advantages 
which they now enjoy, that a simple repeal of the restric- 
tions alluded to in the proposition which the undersign- 
ed had the honor to submit, if the United States could 
be supposed so entirely unmindful of their navigation in- 
Aerests and enterprise as to make it, without auy act on 
Ahe part of Great Britain, would effectually destroy their 
monopoly. And moreover, it it should be deemed ne- 
cessury ur proper to aim measures at these provinces 
alone, the permission of a direct trade from the ports ol 
the United States to the British islands, in British ves- 
Sels, other than these owned ip Use northern ports, would 


——— 




















not only break up the existing trade in that direction, 
but would for ever blight even the itmaginary prospeets 
of future production. 

The advantages te the United States, however, of eme- 
ploying their own navigation in a part, at least, of the 
trade—of enlarging and conciliating their interests in the 
colonies of Fravce, Spain, Sweden and Denmark, and, 
by reciprocal accommodations, of gradually increasing 
the market in those parts, both for demand and supply, 
would powertully, if not irresistibly, tempt their trade 
into those channels. Indeed the official returns hereto 
fore explained sufficiently show that it has, in fact, been 
already invited thither, in a considerable degree, by ad- 
vantages which it would not be difficult to augment, until 
the commodities could be imtroduced as cheap as those 
of Great Britain, unless the latter should be protected 
by a higher scale of duties than was contemplated by the 
act of 1825, and one beyond the ability of the planters to 
endure. 

The earl of Aberdeen will do the undersigned the jus- 
tice to be'ieve that, in discussing the contingent policy 
of the two countries in the arrangement of their commer- 
cial enterprise, he holds forth no apprehended event 
with a view to intimidate, or through a desire that it may 
take place. He will also perceive that the measures Jast 
alluded to would not necessarily imply, on the part of 
the United States, either resentment or retaliation; but 
would be resorted to as the system of commercial regu- 
lation calculated, under the circumstances of the case, 
to give the best direction to an important branch of their 
enterprise, 

‘fo such extent they would be altogether practicable, 
and wiht be supposed imdispensably uecessary. ‘They 
might, indeed, from the natural tendency of such mea- 
sures, aud the peculiar influence of eveuts, and in the 
total loss of the wade between the United States and the 
British northern possessions, 

In such a view of the subjcet, though the unders gned 
will not here undertake lo pronounce upon the value of 
the trade in question, he would suggest that it may be 
worthy the considerauon of those who clain the advan- 
tages Of monopoly rather Uian of fair competition, whe- 
ther the loss of it, with the chance of contesting with the 
foreign islands tor the trade with the West Ludies, be 
preferable to a reasonable enjoymeat of both? 

‘That the United States possess the means of effectue 
ally controlling their wade through and with the British 
borthern colonics, the undersigned ts fully confident. 

He is aware, however, that a contrary idea has been 
entertained by some, who may have regarded the subject 
iu & narvow or interested point of view, 

In adverting to Uns topic, the undersigned will not 
permit himself to suppose that the possibility of evading 
the revenue laws of the United Siates, and of producing 
a course of coutrabaud trade, in violation of their legiu- 
mate regulations, can for a moment enter into the calcu- 
lations of this goverment, or receive the remotest degree 
of encouragement or countenance from its imeasures and 
policy. 

If no other motive opposed the adoption of such an 
alternative, Great Britain would find a sufficient one in 
the certainty that, however, for the moment, it might 
minister to the jealousy, or appear to favor the interests, 
of her subjects in the colonies, it would eventaally produce 
the most baneful effects upon their morals and their 
habits, “hus corrupted, the skill and hardihoud acquired 
in cvading and transgressing the laws of a neighboring 
country, would afterwards be practised against those of 
their own goverament, 

But in addition to the general disfavor with which any 
expectation of benefit from a contraband trade should be 
met, lord Aberdeen may be assured that it would not be 
difficult for the United States to prevent such a trade 
altogether. A more efficient cordon of police and a 
greater degree of vigilance might be requisite than iu or- 
dinary times; but the fidelity of the American’ custum- 
house ollicers has been thoroughly proved, and their 
exertions, even upon this frontier, have in general been 
adequate to all substantial purposes. Such was the case 
even when they were called upon to enforce the embar- 
go and non-intercourse laws, when they received but 
little sympathy or encouragement from the moral sense 
of the community. The tact is, however, too clear 
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to require argument, that the amount of trade to be 
carried on by smuggling, however successful, would be 
inconsiderable in comparison with the extent and profits 
of a legal and regular intercourse, and therefore is entit- 
led to but little weight, even when regarded with a view 
to pecuniary results, lord Aberdeen will not require to 
be reminded, that, to prevent illicit trade, it is chiefly 
necessary tO remove the temptation of high prices, or 
to create a risk greater than the reward to be gained by 
successful fraud. Nothing could be more easy than this, 
in respect to the mode of intercourse now uuder consi- 
deration. 

‘The interposition of the custom-house officer would 
scarcely be requisite to prevent the introduction of the 
West India produce into the United States throagh the 
northern colonies. A: rangements could readily be made 
with the powers to which the foreign islands belong, to 
furnish the requisite supplies of West India produce trom 
those islands, on cheap terms, and in steady and 
abundant quantities. These arrangements would of them- 
selves forbid competiton, But whilst American flour 
ean be carried to the British West Indies as cheap from 
the United States through the foreign islands as through 
the northern possessions, though subject to the discrimi- 
nating duty, n favor of the latter, of five shillings per 
barrel, it wil not be supposed that the bulky articles 
of sugar, rum,and molasses, without such aid, can be 
tempted through the northern possessions by the risk of 
detection and the penalties of the law! 

The undersigned does not believe that the temptations 
and facilities for the introduction into the northern eolo- 
nies of flour and other articles, fromthe United States, 
ure materially greater, 

So far as the trade with the British West Indies can 
operate as on inducement, it has been seen already that 
American produce ts carmed thither as cheap through the 
forei.n islands as t)- northera ports, The supply of 
American flour in the northern colomes is believed to be 
principalyy furnished by the Genesee country and the 
country bordering upon lake Erie; and it stands admitted 
im the evidence upon (he archives of the house of com- 
mons, that, for flour, the market at N. York is generally 
better than the market at Montreal an. Quebee. Indeed 
80 imporiant is the Oper: tion of these facts, that the most 
intelligent merchants suppose that so much of the Ame- 
rican trade with the British West Indies as passes through 
the northern colonies, instead of the foreign islands, is 
ehiefly diverted thither by the greater facilities of pro- 
cuiing in those ports an assorted cargo suiiable to the 
West ladia market. 

Ju the testimony afforded by the inhabitants of Lower 
Canada to the committee of the house of commons in 1826, 
it was asserted, and remained uncontradicted, that, 


‘against the superintende:ze of the British custom-house | 


otlicers, it would be impossible to smuggle any part of a 
cargo, or ever: a barrel of flour, into the province of Lower 


| 








In such case the government of the United States, while 
disappointed im its cherished hopes of an arrangement by 
mutual and reasonable concessions, would find nothing 
conciliating in the retrospect of a long course of fruitless 
negotiation, and nothing cheering in the future prospect, 





darkened, as it would be, by the possibility of a recurs 


| rence, by the two nations, to that system of countervait- 


ing mewsures that has already proved so detrimental to 


, their harmony and welfare. 


The undersigned takes this occasion to renew to lord 
Aberdeen the assurance of his highest respect and consi- 
deration, LOUIS McLANE, 

To the right hon. the earl of Aberdeen, &c. Ke. &e. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. McLane to Mr. Van 
Buren, dated London, tth April 1830. 

Sir: I have had a conference with lord Aberdeen to- 
day, which I sought for the purpose of urging the de- 
finitive answer to my propositien relative to the colonial 
trade. In my previous conference, he gave me some 
reason to expect that it would be given in time for this 
packet, but I regret to say that this expeetation has not 
been realized, He assures me that the delay has beer 
wholly unavoidable, and that it proceeds from no indis- 
position to obviate the difficulties, if that be practicable, 
which lie in the way of a satislactory adjustment of the 
question, 


| Ihave not fuiled to represent to him the very serious 


injury and embarrassment which must result from de- 
laying the answer until the congress shall rise, and of 
what I fear may be the insuperable difficulties of any 
prospective legislation with a view to a future arrange- 
ment. None of these efforts have yet proved sufficient 
to bring the answer. 

| Under these circumstances, unless congress shall con- 
tinue in séssion until the arrival of the packet of the 16th 
instant, which 1 hope they will do, it will not be pos- 
sible to get the decision in time to be submitted to that 
body. Deeply as Ll lament this state of things, 1 need 
scarcely say that it has not been possible for me, by any 
exertion, to avoid it. 








In this stage of the business, it may be proper for me to 
remark that the negotiation must end im one of three 
modes; in a positive refusal to change the present regu- 
lations, or a revocation of the order in council of 1826, 
upon the terms of my proposition, or in a revocation of 
that order, with some increase of the duties imposed by 
the act of parliament of 1825, in favor of the productions 
of the nor.hern possessions, 

Looking as well to the progress of the negotiation as 
to the obstinate and persevering opposition, by the in- 
terests in those northern possessions, to any change 
| whatever, and to the influence which it is obvious they 
exercise here, f confess that the last mode appears to 
| me the most probable. ‘do not believe that any legis- 
| lation by congress, with a view to that state of things, 











Canada.”? On this ground they were enabled to encourag > { and vesting in the president a aiseretion to regulate the 
the introduction of Amer‘ean flour in proportion to the trade or rescind our Jaws iv. either of these contingencies, 


amount of their exports to the West Indies and other 
places, without danger of its being brought into the home 
consumption. And the encouragement then given shows 
the importance aftacied by his majesty’s goverment to 
that evidence, On this supposition, lord Aberdeen will 


readily acknowledge the facility with which the United | 


States, through means of a custom-house police, strenrth- 
ened and extended according to their means, may accom- 
plish the same ends; more especially as the readier 
interdiction of the return trad: from Canada into the 
United States, by diminishing the means of payment, 
would also diminish the motives to incur the risk and 
penalties incident to a probibited trade. The undersign- 
ed is apprehensive that he has already dwelt longer upon 
these considerations than is necessary after so much per- 
sonul explanation as he has heretofore had the honor of 
yielding, and will content himself, as (o any further argu- 
ments that might be offered, with referring to the various 
other suggestions which have been made by him in the 
course of this negotiation. He cannot, however, eutively 
dismiss the subject without repeating, for the last Ume, 
his deep solicitude for the result and without must earnest- 
ly recalling the attention of his majesty’s ministers to 
the state which the relations between the two countries 
would be left should this point be unfavorably decided. 


| would in any manner prove prejudicial, 


Extracts of a letter from Mr. Van Buren to Mr. 
-Wc Lane, dated 
Depariment uf state, Washington June 18, 1830. 
Sir: Herewith you will receive a copy of the confk- 
dential message wich was sent hy the president to the 
| two houses of congress, during its late session, in pure 





| suance of your suggestion that the measure recom mend- 


ed by it might be made usetul ia your negotiations with 
the British governr ent, together with a copy of the law 
whieh was the result of that message. * - ws 

It is confidently hoped that the law referred to, with 
the motives in which it originated, and which secured it 
a rapid passage through the two houses of congress, 
without material opposition from any quarter whatever, 
added to the frank and liberal offer and explanations 
already made to the British government on the part of 
the executive department of this, will, of themselves, 
be revarded by that government as affording sufficient 
ground tor its changing the position which it oecuried in 
regard to the subject of its colonial trade, in all its 
bearings, so far as it affected the United States, at the po- 
riod of the Sccession to power of the present raimistry, 





and for the adoption of a course of policy which may 
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lead to the speedy and mutually advantageous revival of | 


trade between the United States and the West India 
possessions of Great Britain, if, indeed, that important 
concern should not-have been already satistactorily ad- 
justed. It ought to be regarded, bkewise, as a direct 
conciliatory step on the part of this government, of the 
highest character, as emanating from its executive and 
legisiative authorities combined, and as a soletion public 
movement on our part towards a friendly accommoda- 
tion with the British government, upon terms of a fair 
and just reciprocity. 

You will have been made acquainted, in the instruc- 
tions which have been heretofore given to you, with the 
opinion of the president asto the course which would 
most probably be pursued by the United States if Great 
Britain should think proper to insist, as a preliminary 
measure, upon the unconditional repeal of our laws, or 
should be so selfish as to desire to engross for its navi- 
gation the whole of the carrying trade between this coun- 
try and its West India colonial possessions, But that 
your negotiation may continue to be characterised by 
that spirit of frankness which it has hitherto been a lead- 
ing object om our part to infuse into it, Lam directed ex- 
plicitly to state, upon this occasion, that the president will 
por it his duty, in case that negotiation should even- 
tuate unfavorably upon this point, to recommend to con- 
gress an extension of the interdict now existing as to the 
West India possessions of Great Britain to those which 
she holds in the northern parts of this continent, and the 
adoption of proper measures for entorcing its rigid ob- 
servance, as a course which would, in his judgment, best 
comport, in such an event, with the interests of the 
United States, and correspond with the respect which is 
due to the character and past conduct ot this govern- 
ment. Itis not for him, however, to anticipate with 
sertainty the efeet of such suggestions upon the national 


counciis of the union, though it is not to be supposed | 












































And on coffee, a duty of two, instead of five cents, per 
pound, from and after the thirty-first of December, i830; 
ant! of One cent per pound from and after the thirty-first 
day of December, (831; and the same duties to be taken 
on coffee remaining at the respective times under bond 
in the custom-hotse stores. 

The undersigned will not permit himself to doubt, that, 
in the first of these acts, emanating from the frank and 
friendly spirit which the president has uniformly pro- 
fessed, and passed with an avowed reference to the pend- 
ing negotiation, the earl of Aberdeen will see new and 
irresistible motives for coneurring in the promotion of 
the end to which this measure directly leads. 

Such a measure could not have been recommended by 
the president without incurring a deep responsibility to- 
wards his own country, and feeling a confident reliance 
upon the justice and magnanimity of this. 

Itisa voluntary and leading step in the conciliating 
policy of the two nations, taken in disdain of the re- 
straints of form, and which, if met in a corresponding 
spirit, cannot fail to produce that friendly intercourse 
and real harmony so ardently desired by those who con- 
sult the true interests and glory of both countries, It 
concedes in its terms all the power in the regulation of 
the colonial trade, and authorises the president to confer 
on British vessels all those privileges, as well in the ciz- 
cuitous as the direct voyage, which Great Britain has at 
any time demanded or desired. Jt bas done this in the 
only manner in which it was possible for congress, at the 
present moment, and under existing circumstances, to 
act, without a total abandonment of even those advanta- 
ges conceded by the present regulations of Great Britain, 
and without raising up new interests to oppose or ob- 
struct the favorable disposition expressed by this gov- 
ernment. Nor will the undersigned conceal his hope 
and belief that this act will stamp the negotiation witha 
new and more favorable character; and that the Mrited 


that, in such a exse, any thing will he omitted on their | States having thus taken the first step, and particularly 


part to vindicate the honor and muintain the interests of 
this government. 


—. 


Mr. McLane to the earl of Aberdeen. 
9, Chandos-st. Portlund place, July 12th, 1830. 
The right hon. the earl of Aberdeen, Ge. Ge. Ge. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary trom the United States, has had the 
honor already, in a personal conference, to explain to 
the earl of Aberdeen, his majesty’s principal secretary 
of state tor foreign affairs, certain measures adopted by 
the congress of the United States, during their late ses- 
sion, which have an immediate and important bearing on 
the relations of the two countries, and upon the proposi- 
tion heretofore submitted by the undersigned, respecting 
the West Indiatrade. Having received trom the earl ot 
Aberdeen an intimation of the propriety of communicat- 
ing those measures in a more formal manner, the under- 
signed has the honor herewith to transmit such informa- 
tion on the subject as he is now in possession of. 

‘The first of the measures alluded to is an act of the 
congress of the United States, authorising the president, 
in the recess of congress, (0 annul all the restrictive and 
discriminating measares of the United States, and to 
open the ports to British vessels trading with the British 
West Indies, in the manner particularly pointed out in 
the act; acopy of which, lor the better explanation of 
the case, the undersigned begs leave to subjoin. 

The undersigned bas the honor also to inform lord 
Aberdeen, that, during the late session of the congress 
ef the United States, several other laws were passed, by 
which, in lieu of the duties imposed upon certain articles 
pf the produce of the West India islands, and of the 
possessions of Great Britain, by previous regulations, 
the following duties only are to be collected; that ts to 
sav: upon molasses, a duty of five cents, instead of ten 
cents, per gallon, allowing at the same time a drawback 
of the duty upon all rum which may be manufactured 
from that article, and exported from the United States; 

On salt, a duty of ten instead of twenty cents per 
bushel; 

On cocoa, a duty of one cent per pound on all import- 
ed after the 3lst of December, 1830, or remaining at 


that time in the custum house stores under the bond ol 
the importer; 


| 
| 


| 

















defined the terms of their legislation, the mode of ad- 
justment may be disencumbered of even those objections 
with which it was supposed to be embarrassed when 
submitted to lord Dudley, and by the answer whieh on 
that occasion was givento Mr. Gallatin. The objections 
suggested at that period on the part of Great Britain had 
no special or exclusive reference to the measure in 
question, but to the giving of any prospective pledge by 
which she might commit herself to the adoption of any 
specific line of conduct contingent on events which could 
not be foreseen, and to the extering nto any informal 
agreement as to mutual acts of legislation while it was 
impossible to anticipate the details with which those acts 
might be accompanied, or the position and cireumstan- 
ces in which the two countries, and the commercial eom- 
monwealth generally, might be placed at the time when 
the Jaws enacted should come intoeffect. If these ob- 
jectionscould at any time have been essential to the sub- 
ject, which the undersigned by no means admits, they 
certainly are not so at present. 

The act of congress has been passed without any 
pledge, prospective or otherwise; it therefore reiieves 
the adjustment of this subject from that part of the diffi- 
culty. ‘he details of the colonial legislation on the 
part of the United States are precisely defined and fully 
explained by the law. Frankly announcing all this, it 
leaves to Great Britain herself the selection of the mode 
and time in which, according to her conception of her 
own interests, she may restore the direct trade between 
the United States and the West Indies. She is enabled 
dehberately to do this with a full knowledge of the be- 
forementioned details, and of the precise position and 
circumstances, as well of the two nations as of the com. 
mercial commonwealth in general, at the time when the 
measures are to come into effect. This she may do 
without any risk as to.the future, and with the certainty 
that, while doing un act of justice to a friendly power, and 
relieving it from an invidious exclusion from advantages 
allowed to all other nations, she is coutributing materi- 
ally to the prosperity of her possessions in the West In- 
dies. 

‘The andersigned will not dismiss this subject without 
expressing the hope and persuasion that, in the other 
measures of congress alluded: to, the earl of Aberdeen 
will find not merely all the considerations heretofore 
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urged for giving new facilities to the trade between the 


United States and the British West Indies materially 
strengthened, if not absolutely confirmed, but that a 


further and more favorable alteration is thereby made in| greatest difiiculties attendant upon that act, 


the object and character of the negotiation. 





terprise of the United States, and the disappointment of 
interests desirous of a different measure of legislation, 
though they offered great embarrassments, were not the 
‘lo give to 
Great Britain the fullest time to consult her own inte- 


These measures manifest at least a laudable desire to| rest and convenience; to make a further and a signal ef- 
loose the shackles of trade and commerce, which, if} tort to place the commercial relations of the two coun- 


England is so disposed, she cannot better encourage 
than by a relaxation of her own restraints upon the par- 
ticular branch of trade under discussion, 

The earl of Aberdeen has been already informed that 
the consumption of foreign molasses in the United 
States is not less than thirteen millions of gallons, even 
under the discouragement of the high rate of duty and a 
denial of the drawback, which nearly proved fatal to the 
chief source of consumption—the distilleries of New 
England. It is obvious, however, that the reduction of 
the duty to its present low rate, and the allowance of 
the drawback, must swell the demand for this article 
ever. beyond the ordinary amount, which, in the regular 
course of a direct trade, would seek its principal supply 
in the British West Indies. 

Of coffee, not less than thirty-seven millions of 
pounds were annually imported into the United States; 
and of those in a regular trade, not less than eight mil- 
lions from the British West Indies. 

Of four hundred thousand pounds of cocoa annually 
imported into the United States, little less than one- 
fourth was brought from the British West Indies. 

The earl of Aberdeen will readily perceive that the 
reduction of duty on these articles, and especially on 
coffee, to a rate which will soon be little more than nomi- 
nal, cannot fail to at least double the importation. 

These remarks apply with even additional force to the 
article of salt, the consumption of which is more depen- 
dent on the rate of duty than that of any other necessary 
of life. 

The enormous quantity of this article requisite to sup- 
ply the wants of twelve millions of people is too obvious 
to need any conjectural assertion; but it is worthy of ob- 
servation that, notwithstanding the extent of the home 
supply encouraged by the high duty of twenty cents per 
bushel, the annual importation of that article from abroad 
seldom amounted to less than five millions of bushels. 
Ot this amount more than three millions came from Great 
Britain and her possessions, her West India islands fur- 
nishing at least one million. 

To w’ at extent this amount may be enlarged by the 
increased consumy tion arising from the low rate of duty 
and the advantages of an easy trade, the earl of Aberdeen 
may readily conjecture. 

It should be remarked, also, that, while the consump- 
tion of this article is thus augmented, the diminution of 
the duty must proportionably diminish the price of salt- 
ed provisions. So faras these, therefore, form part of 
the supplics to the West Indies, the subsistence of the is- 
lands wiil be cheapened, while the demand for their 
produce is increased. 

It should not escape the attention of the earl of Aber- 
deen that the provisions of these acts of the congress, so 
far as they relate to cocoa, coffee, and salt, confer encou- 
ragement on the trade of the West Indies with the Unit- 
ed States, which did not exist, and could not have been 
contemplated at the period of passing the act of parlia- 
ment of 1825, ‘They therefore superadd new and im- 
portant motives for restoring the trade then offered, and 











tor restoring it upon terms not ess favorable. 

While the participation of the British islands is invi- 
ted in the advantages to be derived from this enlarged 
and increasing demand of the United States for the pro- 
duce of the West budies, the undersigned takes leave to 
suggest the expediency of securing that participation be- 
fore the trade may be exclusively diverted into other 
channels by the superior advantages of a direct inter- 
course with other islands, 

In closing this communication to the earl of Aberdeen, 
the undersigned will take the occasion to repeat his 
deep interest in the subject, and a renewed hope of an 
early and ftivorable issue. ‘The earl of Aberdeen will 
not fail to appreciate the spirit and motive by which the 
president was actuated in recommending, and the con- 





gress in wpe the act to whieh allusion was first 
made. The effects of delay upon the commercial en-! 


tries upon a footing of sure aud lasting harmony; aud to 
guard, in a manner consistently with duty, against delay 
during the recess of congress, could only be done by a 
measure calculated also to awaken at once the spirit of 
commercial speculation, and to create new expectations 
of favorable dispositions on the part of this government. 

If, as the undersigned will continue to hope, the Bri- 
tish government should find it their interest to realise 
these expect itions, their measures will derive additional 
grace from the trankness and promptitude with which 
they may be adopted; and if, untortunately, these hopes 
are destined to experience a disappointment, it is not 
less the duty of his majesty’s government to quiet the 
public expectations thus excited, and to mitigate, as far 
us may be in its power, the injurious effects thereof, by 
giving an early reply to the application which, in behalf 
of his government, the undersigued has had the honor to 
submit, 

The undersigned avails himself of this oceasion to re- 
new to lord Aberdeen the assurances ot his highest con- 
sideration. LOUIS McLANE, 

{| To be concluded.) 





TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS—2d SESSION, 
SENATE. 

January 14, Several memorials and petitions were 
presented. 

Mr. Benton gave notice, that, on the next day of the 
meeting of the senate, he should ask leave to introduce 
a bill to reduce the duties on Indian blankets, and other 
articles not manufactured in the United States. 

The bill to ascertain and iark the boundary line be- 
tween Alabama and Florida, was referred to the judi- 
clary committee, 

The bill for the payment of French spoliations com- 
mitted prior to 1800, was made a special order of the 
day for Monday week. 

The resolutions submitted by Mr. Hendricks, Mr. 
Foot and Mr. Smith, ot Md. yesterday were considered 
and agreed to. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Benton, call- 
ing upon the secretary of the treasury, for a statement 
of the annual amount of the importations and exporta- 
tions of drugs, medicines, and dye stuffs, was taken up, 
and amended at the suggestion of Mr. Waudain, so as 
to require the secretary to state whether any of the arti- 
cles enumerated are of the growth, produce, or manus 
facture of the United States, ‘The resolution was then 
adopted, 

Mr. Noble submitted the following resolution: 

_ Resolved, That the commissjoner of the general land office be 
directed to communicate to the senate copies of all the proceed- 
ings on file in his office relative to the location of landsin the 
state of lidiana, by the commissioners appointed on the part of 
the state of Indiana, and the commissioner or agent appointed by 
the authority of the United States, under the act, entitled, ‘‘an act 
to authorise the state of Indiana to loeate and make a road therein 
named:” also, copies of all letters addressed to him relating to the 
subject of the location of the land in question; together with 
the decision of the late acting commissioner of the general land 
office on the subject. 

Mr. Vvdle said he was aware that by the rules of the 
senate, it required their unanimous consent to consider 
the resolution at thistime. He hoped that such consent 
would be given. His object was to receive copies of all 
the evidence in the office of the commissioner of the ge- 
neral land office, public and private, which had a bear- 
ing upon the subject embraced in the resolution which 
he had offered. It was a duty which he owed to the 
people of Indiana to make the call for the evidenee, up- 
on a subject which interested them. He was satisfi- 
ed that the people of that state would never yield to the 
decision given to the act of congress named in the reso- 
lution by the late acting commissioner of the general 
land office. fle expected that the legislature of the 
state of Indiana, now in session, would, by memorial to 
congress, shortly represent the rights of the state, by 
fact and law, or to some other tribunal, To meet their 
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evidence officially, to enable the senate to act. 

The resolution was then, by unanimous consent, read 
a second time, and adopted. 

The bill to authorise the territory of Florida to open 
a canal through the public lands, from Apalachicola to 
St. Andrew’s bas, was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 

January 17. The president communicated to con- 
gress a report from the director of the mint. 

Mr. Livingston, by unavimous consent, introduced a 
bili ‘to enable the president to employ vessels for the 
purposes therein mentioned. The bill enacts, that the 
president of the United States be authorised to employ 
without delay,two or three vessels, with supplies of men, 
provisions and other necessaries, to cruize off the coast 
of the U. States, for the purpose of supplying and succor- 
ing vessels that may have suffered by stress of weather 
during the present inclement season. 


Myr. Huyne inquired whether national or merchant 
vessels were to be employed. 





views promptly, when they arrive; he desired all the , have been a contempt, for which he imprisoned and sus- 


pended him; and that, in truth, that publication was no 
contempt at all. Mr. W. defended the liberty of the 
press with energy and zeal. 

Mr. Iuchanan and Mr. Storrs stated, for the in- 
formation of the counsel ofthe respondent, who will, to- 
morrow, commence the argument in his defence, the 
additional authorities which they intended to produce in 
support of the impeachment. 

The court and senate then adjoured until to-morrow. 

January 19. Mr. Hayne presented the memorial of 
the chamber of commeree of Charleston, complaining of 
the unequal duties levied on American vessels in the 
Spanish West India islands, and of the exhorbitant 
duties imposed on American rice in the dominions of 

| Portugal. 


| Mr. Hendricks reported the bill, without amendments 


The second sec- | 
tion appropriates $15,000 to carry the objects into effect. 


_to improve the navigation of the Tennessee and other 
rivers. 
Mr. Barton reported, without amendments, the bill to 
enable the inhabitants of Louisiana to enter the back lands. 
Mr. Hayne reported without amendment, the bill to 


Mr. Livingston replied, that the president would | authorise the construction of three schooners. 


despatch on this service any vessel that might be reacly, | 


whether merchantmen or others. 

Mr. Tazewell doubted the constitutionality of the 
measure, 1s well as its expediency, 

Mr. Livingston, did not expect to hear such an objec- 
tion from such a quarter. 

Mr. Siisbee advocated the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Zuzewell would oppose the bill no turther than 
to vote against it—but denied the existence of the power 
in the constitution. 

Mr. Hayne moved to refer the bill to the committee 


on commerce—this motion was negatived, and Mr. Live | 


ingston moved that the bill be ordered to be engrossed 
for athird reading. This requiring the unanimous con- 
sent of the senate, and Mr. Brown objecting to it, the 
motion could not therefore be received. 

On motion of Mr. Foot, the senate then resolved itself 
into a high court of impeachment. 

Judge Carr appeared at the bar, and was permitted to 
make some explanations on a point of his former testi- 
saony. 

Mr. Spencer of New York, a manager on the part of 
the house then addressed the court ina very learned and 
able speech: When he concluded, the court adjourned 
until to-morrow. 

The senate having resumed its legislative character, 
Mr. Brown withdrew his objection to the reading of the 
Dill for the relief of vessels suffering by the storm, and 
the bill was read and passed by a vote of 26 to 13.—Ad- 
journed. 

January 18. Mr. McKinley presented the memo- 
rial of the Alabama legislature, praying for further re- 
lief to the purchasers of public lands, and an extension 
of the right of pre-emption—veferred, 

Mr. dredell presented a resolution of the legislature 
of North Carolina to induce the general government to 
undertake the re-opening of the communication between 
Albemarle sound and the Atlantic ocean. It, together with 
the survey, was referred lo the committee on commerce, 

Mr. Foot submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the commissioner of the general land office be 
directed to report to the senate the quantity of public lands sur- 
veyed, which have been brought into market; also, the quantity 
surveyed in each state and territory since the year 1826; and the 
amount reeeived from the sales in each of the several states and 
territories in which sales have been made, since the year 1826. 

Mr. Benton introduced a bill to reduce the duties on 
Indian blankets, and certain other Indian goods, not ma- 
nufactured in the U. States. It was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. Wc Kinley, from the committee on public lands, 
reported an amendment to the bill, to ascertain and mark 
the boundary line between Alabama and Florida, and for 
other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. JF vot, the senate again resolved 
itself into a high court of impeachment. 

Mr. Wicktffe, one of the managers of the house of 
representatives, commenced an argument in support of 
ihe impeachment, at twelve o’clock, and concluded at a 
little past three. He advanced and maintained the po- 
sitions, that judge Peck had no legal jurisdiction over 
the publication of Mr. Lawless, even supposing it to 


Mr. McKinley, reported, without amendment, the 
bill for the final settlement of the claims of states, for 
interest on advances made in the last war, and the bill 
| to encourage the cultivation of the vine and the olive. 

On motion of Mr. Foot, the senate again resolved it- 
self into a high court of impeachment. 

Mr, Meredith addressed the court for three hours, in 
defence of the respondent. Having become exhausted 
in physical strength before he could conclude his speech, 
the court, at three o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow, 

January 20. Several petitions, memorials, and re- 
ports were presented. 
| Mr. Benton moved a resolution calling for information 
relative to British setthements on the Columbia river, and 
the state of the American fur trade. woe 

Mr. Smith, of Md. reported a bill to reduce the duty 
on silks, and certain other articles, 

Mr. }Vooddury moved a reterence of the memorial of 
the Charleston chamber of commerce to the president. 

Several resolutions, reports, and bills of a private na- 
ture were submitted, 

Ou motion of Mr. Foot, the senate again resolved itself 
into a high court of impeachment. Mr. Meredith con- 
tinued the argument which he commenced yesterday in 
defence of the respondent. He will conclude to morrow. 
At 3 o’clock the high court and senate adjourned, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jan. 14. Several reports of committees on 
private claims being made, and disposed of 

Mr. Drayton, reported the bill making appropriations 
tor certain expenditures on account uf the engineer, ord- 
nance, and quartermaster’s departments, which was 
twice read and committed, 

Mr. Jhrie reported a bill “supplementary to the act 
entitled ‘‘an act for quieting possessions, enrolling con- 
veyances, and securing the estates of purchasers” in the 
district ot Columbia, which was twice read and commite 
ted, 











Mr. Verplanck reported a bill “making appropriations 
for the Indian department for 1831,” which was twice 
read and committed. 

Mr. Hemphill reported a bill to erect a bridge over the 
Ohio river, near Wheeling, which was twice read and 
committed. 

On motion of Mr. Test, it was resolved, that the 
committee of ways and means be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of making another appropriation for 
continuing the graduating and bridging the national road 
through the state of Indians, 

‘The house then resumed the consideration of the in- 
structions proposed to be given to the committee of 
public expenditures, relative to the computation of the 
mileage of members of congress-—the question being on 
the amendment of Mr. Hall. 

Several incffectuat motions being made to amend the 
amendment, it was finally adopted by a vote of 114 to 
$0, and is in the following words, 

Resolved, That the committee on the public expenditures be, 
and they are hereby, instructed te report to this house a bill mak- 
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urged for giving new facilities to the trade between the 
United States and the British West Indies materially 
strengthened, if not absolutely confirmed, but that a 
further and more favorable alteration is thereby made in 
the object and character of the negotiation. 

These measures manifest at least a laudable desire to 


loose the shackles of trade and commerce, which, if| 


England is so disposed, she cannot better encourage 
than by a relaxation of her own restraints upon the par- 
ticular branch of trade under discussion, 

The earl of Aberdeen has been already informed that 
the consumption of foreign molasses in the United 
States is not less than thirteen millions of gallons, even 
under the discouragement of the high rate of duty and a 
denial of the drawback, which nearly proved fat«l to the 
chief source of consumption—the distilleries of New 
England. It is obvious, however, that the reduction of 
the duty to its present low rate, and the allowance of 
the drawback, must swell the demand for this article 
even beyond the ordinary amount, which, in the regular 
course of a direct trade, would seek its principal supply 
in the British West Indies. 

Of coffee, not less than thirty-seven millions of 
pounds were annually imported into the United States; 
and of those in a regular trade, not less than eight mil- 
lions from the British West Indies. 

Of four hundred thousand pounds of cocoa annually 
imported into the United States, little less than one- 
fourth was brought from the British West Indies. 

The earl of Aberdeen will readily perceive that the 
reduction of duty on these articles, and especially on 
coffee, to a rate which will soon be little more than nomi- 
nal, cannot fail to at least double the importation, 

These remarks apply with even additional force to the 
article of salt, the consumption of which is more depen- 
dent on the rate of duty than that of any other necessary 
of life. 

The enormous quantity of this article requisite to sup- 
ply the wants of twelve millions of people is too obvious 
to need any conjectural assertion; but it is worthy of ob- 
servation that, notwithstanding the extent of the home 
supply encouraged by the high duty of twenty cents per 
bushel, the annual importation of that article from abroad 
seldom amounted to less than five millions of bushels. 
Ot this amount more than three millions came from Great 
Britain and her possessions, her West India islands fur- 
nishing at least one million. 

To what extent this amount may be enlarged by the 
increased consumption arising from the low rate of duty 
and the advantages of an easy trade, the earl of Aberdeen 
may readily conjecture. 

It should be remarked, also, that, while the consump- 
tion of this article is thus augmented, the diminution of 
the duty must proportionably diminish the price of salt- 
ed provisions. So far as these, therefore, form part of 
the supplies to the West Indies, the subsistence of the is- 
lands will be cheapened, while the demand for their 
produce is increased, 

It should not escape the attention of the earl of Aber- 
deen that the provisions of these acts of the congress, so 
far as they relate to cocoa, coffee, and salt, confer encou- 
ragement on the trade of the West Indies with the Unit- 
ed States, which did not exist, and could not have been 
contemplated at the period of passing the act of parlia- 
ment of 1825. ‘They therefore superadd new and im- 





| greatest difficulties attendant upon that act. 











portant motives for restoring the trade then offered, and 
tor restoring it upon terms not Jess favorable. 

While the participation of the British islands is invi- 
ted in the advantages to be derived from this enlarged 
and increasing demand of the United States for the pro- 
duce of the West Indies, the undersigned takes leave to 
suggest the expediency of securing that participation be- 
fore the trade may be exclusively diverted into other | 
channels by the superior advantages of a direct inter- 
course with other islands, 

In closing this communieation to the earl of Aberdeen, 
the undersigned will take the occasion to repeat his 
deep interest in the subject, and a renewed hope of an 
early and fivorable issue. ‘The earl of Aberdeen will 
not fail to appreciate the spirit and motive by which the 
president was actuated in recommending, and the con- 





gress in the act to which allusion was first 


assing, } 
made. The effects of delay upon the commercial en-! fact and law, or to some other tribunal, 


terprise of the United States, and the disappointment of 
interests desirous of a different measure of legislation, 
though they offered great embarrassments, were not the 
To give to 
Great Britain the fullest time to consult her own inte- 
rest and convenience; to make a further and a signal ef- 
tort to place the commercial relations of the two coun- 
tries upon a footing of sure and lasting harmony; and to 
guard, in a manner consistently with duty, against delay 
during the recess of congress, could only be done by a 
measure calculated also to awaken at once the spirit of 
commercial speculation, and to create new expectations 
ot favorable dispositions on the part of this government. 

If, as the undersigned will continue to hope, the Bri- 
tish government should find it their interest to realise 
these expectitions, their measures will derive additional 
grace from the trankness and promptitude with which 
they may be adopted; and if, unfortunately, these hopes 
are destined to experience a disappointment, it is not 
less the duty of his majesty’s government to quiet the 
public expectations thus excited, and to mitigate, as far 
as may be in its power, the injurious effects thereof, by 
giving an early reply to the application which, in behalf 
of his government, the undersigned has had the honor to 
submit. 

The undersigned avails himself of this oceasion to re- 
new to lord Aberdeen the assurances of his highest con- 
sideration. LOUIS McLANE, 

{ To be concluded. | 





TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS —2d SESSION, 
SENATE, 

January 14, Several memorials and petitions were 
presented. 

Mr. Benton gave notice, that, on the next day of the 
meeting of the senate, he should ask leave to introduce 
a bill to reduce the duties on Indian blankets, and other 
articles not manufactured in the United States. 

The bill to ascertain and mark the boundary line be- 
tween Alabama and Florida, was referred to the judi- 
clary Committee. 

The bill for the payment of French spoliations com- 
mitted prior to 1800, was made a special order of the 
day for Monday week. 

The resolutions submitted by Mr. Hendricks, Mr. 
Foot and Mr. Smith, ot Md, yesterday were cousidered 
and agreed to. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Benton, eall- 
ing upon the secretary of the treasury, for a statement 
of the annual amount of the importations and exporta- 
tions of drugs, medicines, and dye stuffs, was taken up, 
and amended at the suggestion of Mr. Wauduin, so as 
to require the secretary to state whether any of the arti- 
cles enumerated are of the growth, produce, or mants 
faciure of the United States. The resolution was then 
adopted, 

Mr. Nodle submitted the following resolution: 

_ Resolved, hat the commissioner of the general land office be 
directed to communicate to the senate copies of all the proceed- 
ings on file in his office relative to the location of lands in the 
state of Indiana, by the commissioners appointed on the part of 
the state of Indiana, and the commissioner or agent appointed by 
the authority of the United States, under the act, entitled, *‘an act 
to authorise the state of Indiana to loeate and make a road therein 
named:” also, copies of ali letters addressed to him relating to the 
subject of the location of the Jand in question; together with 
the decision of the late acting commissioner of the general land 
office on the subject. 

Mr. Vvdle said he was aware that by the rules of the 
senate, it required their unanimous consent to consider 
the resolution at thistime. He hoped that such consent 
would be given. His object was to receive copies of all 
the evidence in the office of the commissioner of the ge- 
neral land office, public and private, which had a bear- 
ing upon the subject embraced in the resolution which 
he had offered. It was a duty which he owed to the 
people of Indiana to make the call for the evidence, up- 
on a subject which interested them. He was satisfi- 
ed that the people of that state would never yield to the 
decision given to the act of congress named in the reso- 
lution by the late acting commissioner of the general 
land office. He expected that the legislature of the 
state of Indiana, now in session, would, by memorial to 
congress, shortly represent the rights of the state, by 
To meet their 
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views promptly, when they arrive; he desired all the 
evidence officially, to enable the senate to act. 

The resolution was then, by unanimous consent, read 
a second time, and adopted. 

The bill to authorise the territory of Florida to open 
a canal through the public lands, from Apalachicola to 
St. Andrew’s bas, was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 

January 17. The president communicated to con- 
gress a report trom the director of the mint. 

Mr. Livingston, by unavimous consent, introduced a 
bili “‘to enable the president to employ vessels for the 
purposes therein mentioned. The bill enacts, that the 
president of the United States be authorised to employ 
without delay,two or three vessels, with supplies of men, 
provisions and other necessaries, to cruize off the coast 


of the U. States, for the purpose of supplying and succor- 


oats been a contempt, for which he imprisoned and sus- 


pended him; and that, in truth, that publication was no 
contempt at all. Mr. W. defeuded the liberty of the 
press with energy and zeal. 

Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Storrs stated, for the in- 
formation of the counsel ofthe respondent, who will, to- 
morrow, commence the argument in his defence, the 
additional authorities which they intended to produce in 
support of the impeachment, 

The court and senate then adjoured until to-morrow. 

January 19. Mr. Hayne presented the memorial of 
the chamber of commerce of Charleston, complaining of 
the unequal duties levied on American vessels in the 
Spanish West India islands, and of the exhorbitant 
duties imposed on American rice in the dominions of 

| Portugal. 
Mr. Hendricks reported the bill, withoutamendments 


ing vessels that may have suffered by stress of weather to improve the navigation of the Tennessee and other 
during the present inclement season, The second sece- | rivers. 


tion appropriates $15,000 to carry the objects into effect. | 


Mr. Barton reported, without amendments, the bill to 


Mr. Hayne inquired whether national or merchant enable the inhabitants of Louisiana to enter the back lands. 


vessels were to be employed. 


Mr. Hayne reported without amendment, the bill to 


Mr. Livingston replied, that the president would | authorise the construction of three schooners, 


despatch on this service any vessel that might be ready, 
whether merechantmen or others, 


Mr. Tazewell doubted the constitutionality of the) 


measure, as well as its expediency, 

Mr. Livingston, did not expect to hear such an objec- 
tion from such a quarter. 

Mr. Siisbee advocated the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Tazewell would oppose the bill no turther than 
to vote against it—but denied the existence of the power 
in the constitution. 

Mr. Hayne moved to refer the bill to the committee 
on commerce—this motion was negatived, and Mr. Liv- 
éngston moved that the bill be ordered to be engrossed 
for athird reading. This requiring the unanimous con- 
sent of the senate, and Mr. Srowu objecting to it, the 
motion could not therefore be received. 

On motion of Mr. Foot, the senate then resolved itself 
into a high court of impeachment. 

Judge Carr appeared at the bar, and was permitted to 
make some explanations on a point of bis former testi- 
mony. 

Mr. Spencer of New York, a manager on the part of 


the house then addressed the court ina very learned and | 


able speech: When he concluded, the court adjourned 
until to-morrow. 

The senate having resumed its legislative character, 
Mr. Brown withdrew his objection to the reading of the 
bill for the relief of vessels suffering by the storm, and 
the bill was read and passed by a vote of 26 to 15.—Ad- 
journed. 

January 18. Mr. McKinley presented the memo- 
rial of the Alabama legislature, praying for further re- 
lief to the purchasers of public lands, and an extension 
of the right of pre-emption—velerred. 

Mr. Jdredell presented a resolution of the legislature 
of North Carolina to induce the general government to 
undertake the re-opening of the communication between 
Albemarle sound and the Atlantic ocean. It, together with 
the survey, was referred to the commiitee on commerce. 

Mr. Foot submitted the following resolution; 

Resolved, That the commissioner of the general land office be 
directed to report to the senate the quantity of public lands sur- 
veyed, which have been brought into market; also, the quantity 
surveyed in each state and territory since the year 1826; and the 
amount received from the sales in each of the several states and 
territories in which sales have been made, since the year 1826. 

Mr. Benton introduced a bill to reduce the duties on 
Indian blankets, and certain other Indian goods, not ma- 
nufactured in the U. States. It was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. Wc Kinley, from the committee on public lands, 
reported an amendment to the bill, to ascertain and mark 
the boundary line between Alabama and Florida, and for 
other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. Fvot, the senate again resolved 
itself into a high court of impeachment. 

Mr. Wickliffe, one of the managers of the house of 
representatives, commenced an argument in support of 
the impeachment, st twelve o’clock, and concluded at a 
litle past three. He advanced and maintained the po- 
sitions, that judge Peck had no legal jurisdiction over 
the publication of Mr. Lawless, even supposing it to 


_ Mr. McKinley, reported, without amendment, the 
| bill for the final settlement of the claims of states, for 
interest on advances made in the last war, and the bill 
to encourage the cultivation of the vine and the olive. 

On motion of Mr. Foot, the senate again resolved it- 
self into a high court of impeachment. 


| Mr, Meredith addressed the court for three hours, in 


defence of the respondent. Having become exhausted 
in physical strength before he could conclude his-speech 
the court, at three o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow. 

January 20. Several petitions, memorials, and re- 
ports were presented. 

Mr. Benton moved a resolution calling for information 
relative to British settlements on the Columbia river, and 
the state of the American fur trade, ; 

Mr. Smith, of Md. reported a bill to reduce the duty 
on silks, and certain other articles, 

Mr. /Vooddury moved a reference of the memorial of 
the Charleston chamber of commerce to the president. 

Several resolutions, reports, and bills of a private na- 
ture were submitted, 

Ou motion of Mr. Foot, the senate again resolved itself 
into a high court of impeachment. Mr. Meredith con- 
tinued the argument which he commenced yesterday in 
defence of the respondent, He will conclude to morrow. 
At 3 o’clock the high court and senate adjourned, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jan. 14. Several reports of committees on 
private claims being made, and disposed of 

Mr. Drayton, reported the bill making appropriations 
tor certain expenditures on account uf the engineer, ord- 
nance, and quartermaster’s departments, which was 
twice read and committed, 

Mr. Jhrie reported a bill “supplementary to the act 
entitled ‘‘an act for quieting possessions, enrolling con- 
veyances, and securing the estates of purchasers” in the 
district ot Columbia, which was twice read and commite 
ted. 

Mr. Verplanck reported a bill “making appropriations 
for the Indian department for 1831,” which was twice 
read and committed. 

Mr. Hemphill reported a bill to erect a bridge over the 
Ohio river, near Wheeling, which was twice read and 
committed. 

On motion of Mr. Test, it was resolved, that the 
committee of ways and means be instructed to inguire 
into the expediency of making another appropriation for 
continuing the graduating and bridging the national road 
through the state of Indiana, 

‘The house then resumed the consideration of the in- 
structions proposed to be given to the committee of 
public expenditures, relative to the computation of the 
mileage of members of congress-—the question being on 
the amendment of Mr. Hall. 

Several incffectuat motions being made to amend the 
amendment, it was finally adopted by a vote of 114 to 
$0, and is in the following words, 





Resolved, That the committee on the public expenditures be, 
and they are hereby, instructed to report to this house a bill mak- 
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ing it the duty of the secretary of the senate and the sergeant at: 
arms of the house of representatives, with the aid of the post mas- 
ter general, at the end of every session, to make an estimate, as 
nearly as possible, of the actual distance,(in a direct line) of the 
residence of each member of the senate, house of representatives, 
and delegate of a territory,from the seat of government; and that 
the mileage of tnembers of congress be computed, and their ac 
counts for travelling be settled, according to such estimate-” 

Mr. Vance aud Mr. Butes both wished to propose 
further amendments; but they were declared to be out 
of order. 

That proposed by Mr. Vance was as follows: That 
the secretary of the senate and clerk of the house of re- 
presentatives be directed to publish, at the commence- 
ment of each congress, in two of the public newspapers 
in the city of Washington, a statement of the mileage as 
charged by the members of their respective bodies. 

The speaker was stating how the gentlemen referred 
to could get at their object, when 

Mr. Buchanan rose to address the house; but the 
speaker sail the hour for morning business had expired, 
and the subject must pass over for the present. 

Mr. Buchanan remarked that he did not wish it un- 
derstood that he was entitled to the floor for to-morrow. 

The speaker suggested that the gentlemen could do as 
he pleased in that respect. 

‘The orders of the day were then announced; when 
Mr. Buchanan moved that they be postponed, tor the 
purpose of taking up the bill ‘for the relief of certain 
msoivent deLtors of the United States;”? he said it was 
a matter of great importance, and he hoped the motion 
might prevail, 

Mr. Mercer regretted that he should be obliged to 
oppose the motion; the bill for the relict of Jannes Mon- 
roe had been made the special order of the day, and he 
wished it to be taken up, aud, if possible, finally dispos- 
ed ot to-day. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Chilton to 
strike out the enact ng clause. 

Mr. Chilion declined speaking. 

Mr. Spencer, Mr. Coke, and Mr. Burgess spoke in 
favor of the bill—and Mr. JArie aguinst it. 

Mr. Mercer then rose and made an animated and elo- 
quent speech in favor of the bill, and in conclusion 
moved an amendment, referring the claim to the ac- 
counting oflicer of the treasury, to be by him settled 
upon the principles of equity and justice, subject to the 
final decision and revision of the president. 

The proposed amendment being read by the clerk, 
the question was put on siriking out the enacting clause 
(to destroy the bill), and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive, as follows: ayes 78, noes 67. 

‘The house adjourned to Monday next at 12 o’elock, M. 

Monday, Jan. 17. Atter the reading of the journal, 
Mr. Haynes submitted a resolution agreeing on the part 
of the house to attend the high court of impeachment dur- 
ing the delivery of the arguments—which was adopted. 

Mr. Davis, of S. C. moved a resolution giving 40 


cords of wood for the relief of the poor of the city of 


Washington, which was adopted by a vote of 136 to 51. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the house resolved 
itsell into a committee of the whole, Mr. Martin iw 
the chair, and proceeded .to the senate to attend the im- 
peachment of judge Peck. 

At 4 o’clock, the committee returned, reported pro- 
gress and adjourned, 

Tuesday, Jan. 18. Several petitions and reports were 
presented. 

Mr. Jrvin, of Ohio, reported a bill to establish the 
number and fiix the salaries of the clerks in the several 
Jand offices, 

Mr. Jhrie reported a bill to provide for the appoint- 
ment of commissioners to digest, prepare, and report 
at the next session a code of laws, civil avd criminal, 


for the district of Columbia, which was twive read and) 


committed, 

Mr. Verplanck reported a bill making additional ap- 
propriations for the improvement of certain harbors, and 
removing obstructions from certain rivers, which was 
twice read and committed. 

The speaker laid belore the house, a letter from the 
secretary of the treasury relative to the cost of brown 
and white sugar imported into the United States from 
the year 1794 to the year 1830, inclusive, which was laid 
on the tabie. 














The bill to provide reliet to vessels was considered and 
referred to the committee of the whole on the state of 
the union. 

Mr. Smith moved a resolution allowing John Foulke, 
a member of the society of friends, the use of the hall, 
for the purpose of holding religious worship. ‘The re 
solution was so amended as to allow the use of the hall 
to the colonization society on the following evening, and 
in that shape passed, 

Just betore the hour of twelve, at which the house 
was to proceed to attend the sitting of the high court of 
impeachment— 

Mr. Martin said he would not, at this hour, when the 
house was so pressed for time, throw himself upon the 
attention of the house, were it not in a matter in regard 
to which he telt himself placed in a very delicate situa- 
tion. It was Known to the house, he said, that, in cone 
sequence of the indisposition of the speaker, the duties 
of the chair had of late been temporarily assigned, oc- 
casionally, tor parts of several days past, to him (Mr, 
Martin.) In what manner he had discharged those du- 
ties, Mr. M. said, it was not for him to decide; but he 
could safely say that he had brought to fheir discharge 
his best abilities and the most earnest disposition to pre- 
serve the order of the house. It was known, turther, he 
said, that on ‘Thursday last a debate took place of an 
unusual character (aliading to the debate on the mission 
to Russia.) “There was certainly displayed on that oce 
casion more personal feeling than he could have wished; 
but, with the most sincere desire to preserve decorum 
in debate, nothing had reached his ear which seemed to 
him to call for the interposition of the chair, Some- 
thing might have fallen trom the members which did 
not reach his ear, and which was offensive and unparlia- 
mentary. Difficulty of hearing from the low tones of 
some speakers, or the rapidity of utterance of others, 
sometimes makes it doubtlul what is the precise lane 
guage in which they express themselves, 

Mr. M. said he telt the full foree of these difficulties 
when inthe chair on Friday last. But so tar as he was 
able to understand what was uttered in debate, there 
was only one ovcurrence, on that day, which appeared 
to him to call for the interposition of the char. The 
gentleman from New York, referving to the gentleman 
who had moved the pending amendment, charged him 
with having made ‘ta disgraectul motion,” which lane 
guage the chair promptly checked, and declared to be 
out of order. Yet, looking over the report of that de- 
bate in this morning’s paper, it was due to himself, to 
the house, and to the good opinion of the nation, to say, 
that words appear in that report which were not uttered 
in the debate to his hearing. {le would not detain the 
attention of the house by going over all the terms of it 
which appeared to him exceptionable, but he could not 
consistently witha sense of duty, sit down without par- 
ticularizing one expression report<d as having been used 
by the gentleman trom New York,(Mr, Caméreleng), 
in the following passage of his speech: 

**L shall not, Mr. Speaker, travel out of my way and 
violate arule of order, by entering now into that discus- 
sion by examining the provisions of the ‘Turkish treaty. 
Whenever I do, sir, my facts and my arguments shall 
be founded on something more substantial than a news- 
paper ramor—more unquestionable than the statement 
of an unprincipled partizan—more unimpeachable than 
the evidence of a perjured senator.” 

Now, Mr. M. said he should have been guilty of the 
grossest and most flagitious misconduct as presiding offi- 
cer, if, bearing such language applied to a member of 
the other house, if he had not mterposed to arrest t.— 
With this paper before tt, this house could not retuse to 
receive «a committee from the senate to demand an in- 
quiry into the alleged perjury. He did not say that such 
iuaguage as this had been actuaily used; but if it had 
been heard by him, it would have been an insult to the 
house not to have stopped the utterer of it. He took it 
for granted that the reporter of the debate had labored 
under great misapprehension: but seeing that it had got 
into print in this exceplionable form, he had thought it 
proper to offer this explanation of Lis own conduct in 
the premises. 

Mr. Camoreleng said that after hearing from the gen- 
tleiman trem South Carolina so grave a charge of viola- 
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tion of the decorum of debate, the provecation which 
ealled for this allegation, ough", im justice to him, 

Mr. C.) to have been stated. ‘The house had then just 
fe sather lo a tirade against the president of the Unoned 
States; to another against the secretary of state; and 
not only to abase, but to the vilest and most degrading 
insinuations against our minister to Russia. It the gen- 
tleman from South Carovima had heard every word of 
the debate, he might have heard something more excep- 
tionable than any thing that he had found in the reports 
of bis( Mr. C’s) remarks. : 
im this paper a number of epithets and insinuations, re- 
ported as having been used by another member, which 
are gross, base, infamous— | 

Lhe speaker here interposed. He said he did not 
understand the gentleman from South Carolina to make 
any charge against any member of the house, to make 
this explanauion necessary. 

Mr. Cambreleng sai he would state why he had used 
the term “‘perjured senator.” “The member from Rhode 
Island had made a number of remarks concerning the 
Turkish treaty, There were but three sources trom 
which he could have obtsined information on this 
subject—from newspaper rumor, or from some unprinci- 
pled partizan, or trom some perjured senator, who had 
violated his oath of secrccy. Mr. C. said he had not 
stated that the member did obtain his information frons 
a perjured serfator, but stated itas one of three «lierna- 
tives. Whilst the treaty is before the senate, (said Mr. 
C.) when no honorable man can by honorabie means 
acquire a knowledge of its provisions—when 1 myseit, 
fecling a deep interest on the subject, for my constitu- 
ents, have been unable to obtain the information, hearmg 
what fell from the member from Rhode Island, l did 
say that which the member from 8S. Carolina has quoted. 

Mr. Mariin said, if the gentleman would abiwe the 
verdict of those around him he would perhaps find that 
he used the term “perjured witness,”’ and not that which 
he now avowed. If, however, the gentleman prelerred 


the one to the other, it was a matter upon which Mr. M, 
Ail he | 


was wot called to maintain a different opinion. 
desired was to vindicate, as he had done, his cousre whilst 
occupying the speaker’s chair, 

{ Mr. Cambreleng was proceeding to make further 
explanations, when the speaker peremptorily checked 
the debate—there being no question betore the house. 
And here it therefore stopped. } 

The house then resolved itseif into a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Mardin in the chair, and proceeded to the 


senate, to attend to the trial of judge Peck. ‘The com- 


mittce having returned and reported progress, the house | 


adjourned tll to-morrow at eleven o’clock, 


Wednesday, Jan. 19. Mr. Verplanck, from the se- 
lect committee appointed on the 17th December, on the 
memorial of surviving officers of the army of the revo- 
lution, reported a bill ‘‘supplementary to the act for the 
relief of certain surviving officers and soldiers ot the re- 
volution;” which was twice read and committed. 

{This bill provides that each of the surviving officers, 
non commissioned officers, and soldiers of the army ot 
the revolution who shall have served in the continental 
line a period of two years and months, and up- 
wards, during the war of the revolution, and who are not 
entitled to any benefit under the act for the relict of cer- 
tain surviving officers and soldiers of the revolution, 
passed the 15th day of May, 1828, be authorized to re- 
ceive, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the amount of his full pay in the said line 
according to his rank, but not exceeding in any case the 
pay ofa captain in said line; such pay to continue durmg 
life: and any one who served less than the above term, 
but not less than nine months, shall receive an annuity 
bearing such proportion to the annuity granted to the 
same rank for the service of two years and months 
as his term of service did tothe term aforesaid. No fo- 
reign officer to be entitled to the benefit of this act; and 
the pension not to be transferable, or liable to any at- 
tachment, seizure, &c. ‘The date at which this annuity 
is to commence is Jett blank in the bill, but there is 4 
section in the bill which shews that it is the intention of 


the committee that the bill shall have in some degree a 
retrospective Operation. ] 








The house resumed the consideration of the report of 
the committee on public expenditures, in relation to an 
uniforin mode of computing the mileage of members of 
Congress, 

Mr. C/lilion moved an amendment, so as to change 
the rate of milesge from eight to six dollars for every 





L have marked, (said Mr. C.)| 





i 


twenty miles travelled in going to and returning from 
the seat of government; but 

The speaker declared the motion to be out of order. 

‘The question thew recurred on the motion heretoture 
made by Mr. Chilton as amended on the motion of Mr. 

Hall, to recomumit the report to the committee on pub- 
lic expenditures, with instructions, as follows: ‘to re- 
port a bill muking it the duty of the secretary of the se- 
nate and the sergeant-at-arms of the house of represen- 
| tutives, with the aid of the pos'master general, at the 

end of every session, to make an estimate, as nearly as 
| possible, ot the actual distance (in a direct line) of the 
| residence of each member of the senate, house of ree 
| presentatives, and delegate of a territory, from the seat 

of government; and that the mileage of members of 
| congress and delegates be computed, and their accounts 
for travelling be settled, according to such éstimate.”? 

The question being put on the proposed recommite 
ment, it was decided in the affirmative, by yeas and uays, 
120 to 27. 

The joint resolution ‘relative to the pay of member 
of congress” was read the second time, amended, and 
ordered to be eugrossed for a third reading to-morrow, 

Mr. Wickliffe, submitted the tollowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of dismissing from the army the 
supernumerary lieutenants by brevet commission: 


That the committee also inquire into the expediency of fixing 
the age between 17 and 21 years as the period of admission into 
the West Point academy; and that all the graduates, from time to 
time, at that institution, shall be discharged from the army when 
not needed in the actual service of the country: 


That they iaquire into the expediency of authorising appoint- 


ments in the line of the army from the meritorious nun-commis- 
| sioned officers of the army; 


Aud also, of reduciog the number of cadets in said acade ay sow 
authorised by law. 


Mr. ickiife explained his reasons for subr* ag tae 
resolution, and was brictly replied to by Mr. Drevaton; 
| but betore a decision was had, the house rc oived utself 
| into a committee ofthe whole, Mr. Martin in the chaiv, 
and proceeded to the senate to attend the trial of judge 
Peck. 

Mr. Cambéreleng, (pursuant to notice which he gave 
in the morning) moved that the house go into committee 
on the bill from the senate, to authorise the employment 
of certain relief vessels, and appropriating $15,000 there- 
for. 

Mr, Wickliffe thought this a bill that ought not to pags 
without discussion, and as it was late aud the house thin, 
he moved an adjournment. The question was put, and 
a majority voted against adjourning; but there appearing 
no quorum, the house adjourned. 

Lhursday, Jan. 20, Mr. Hull reported a bill regu- 
lating the mileage of members of congress—a motion to 
amend the bill failed, aud it was finally ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Letcher reported a bill to authorise an appropria- 
tion to turnpike the mail road between Rockville and 
the Monocacy bridge, 


The resolution moved yesterday by Mr. Wickliffe re- 
lative to West Point was agreed to. 

Mr. Leiper laid a resolution on the table, calling up- 
on the post master general for information, as to the eau. 
ses of the irregularity of the arrival of the eastern mail. 

‘The house in committce proceeded to the senate to at- 


tend the trial of judge Peck, after they returned ad- 
journed until to-morrow at 11 o’clock. 


_, 


Hupson AND Detawake caNnaL. Among the docu- 
ments which accompanied the message of the governor 
of New York, communicated to the legislature, there is 
a letter from the president of the Delaware and Hudson 
canal company. By which it appears that the eanal will 
be 108 miles in length, connecied by a rail road 16 miles 
Jeng, in which distance an ascent ot 855 teet, in a eoun- 
try thinly inhabited is overcome. The latter, the letter 
states, is the first of its kind in thiscountry, It requires 
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planes, with engines worked by steam and gravity. The 
canal was opened on the 27th of April, and the work 
has thus far proved to have been substantially made.— 
The supplies of coal received through it are so exten- 
sive as to occasion a reduetion of the price from $8 per 
ton of 2,240 pounds, to $6. The substitution of ropes 
for chains on the inclined planes of ‘the rail road, has 
been found to be advantageous. The company have 
brought to market this year 41,000 tons of coal, all of 
first quality, excopt 1,500 tons of surtace coat—the boats 
yet to arrive will increase the whole quantity to 43,400 
tons. Last season in the city of New York, foreign bi- 
tuminous coal was at $125 per ehaldron; anthracite $11 
and $114 per ton. Foreign has been recently sold at 
$6 5v. irginia coal is 25 per cent. less than last year— 
the dealers retail the company’s coal at $74 including 
cartage, leaving $6 75 as the price of the coal at the 
yard, or un advance of 75 cents on each ton. The first 
reduction in the pr 2 of wood, eo meced in 1828, the 
first sear~n of the navigation between tne Hudson and 
De'rware, and is now cheaper than it has been for twen- 
ty years. 


=. 


New Bnuitisa mtxrorry. The f Nowing, extraeted 
from the York, (P>.) Republican is probably from the 
pen of Mr. Rush, late ~eeretary of the tro isury. 

Mr. Editor: Let me oer you « few words on the 
change of ministry ‘1 England. of whi . I have just 
finishe’ reading che account. 

We must not suppose the reig of aris ocracy to be at 
an end, or even that its influence will be likely to grow 
less in that country, by tne change. 





Fires 1n Enctanp. ‘The work of destruction by set- 
ting fire to barns, hay-stacks, and breaking labor-saving 
machines, has spread nearly over the whole kingdom of 
Great Britain. It commenced early in the month of 
November, immediately after the king’s speech was de- 





livered to parliament, and continued to our fast dates 
from London, the Ist of December. The English pa- 
pers are all filled with the most appaliing and frightful 
details. All entreaties with the infuriated rabble are of 
no avail, The civil authority is disregarded, and it is 
only when the strong arm of the government, aided by 
the military force; is brought to bear upon them that 
they can be made to desist. ‘Yo attempt to copy all the 
accounts would be almost a hopeless task; they would 
fil! twenty solid columns of a newspaper. How these 
misguided men, who complain of excessive taxation, ex- 
pect to better their condition by such wanton and wicked 
acts, it is difficult to conceive. [M. ¥. Post. 


SwiTZERLAND. Speaking of this country, the London 
Courier says—‘‘it was high time for reformation, ‘The 
despotism of the sultan is not half so odious as the con- 
stitution of the republic of Switzerland—a government 
which, with a mockery of liberty at home, has ever sold 
the means of tyranny to any of the despots of Europe 
who chose to purchase them.” 


Switzerland has been recently much agitated—the peo- 
ple of several of the cantons had assembled in great mas- 
ses, and demanded a reformation of their constitution, 
&e. ‘Twelve thousand armed peasants had deposed the 
government of Berne, and so they go on. We wish 











There is not in ail England, or in Eurepe, a more lofty 
aristocrat than earl Grey, thoug! at wie head of the) 
whigs. 

1 will mention a single fact at present. In 1818, at a) 
dinner given in honur of Mr. Fox, at Newcastle, eart | 
Grey, as one of the speakers, was not satisied with sim- 
ply denouncing annual parliaments and universal suf- 
trage, which sir Francis Burdett, major Ca. twright, (Mr. 
Jefferson’s correspondent), and others of that party, 
were contending for; but so desirous did he appear not 
to fallunder the least suspicion of republicanism, that 
he went out of his way to express his disapprobation of 
the principles of the constitution of the Unite d States, 
and to inveigh against what he called our impure and 
corrupt elections in this country, 


Then, in this new whig ministry, we have us chancel- 
lor of the exchequer, lord Althorp, son of earl Spencer, 
a nobleman of like high bearing with earl Grey, in place 
of Mr. Goulbourn: as home secretary, lord Melbourn 
in place of six Robert Peel, the son of a manufacturer; 
as colonial secretary, lord Goderich, another nobleman, 
and the brother of a nobleman, lord Grantham, in place 
of sir George Murray; as master of the mint, lord Auck- 
land in place of Mr. Herries; as chancellor of the duchy 
of Lancaster, lord Holland, in place of Mr. Arbuthnot; 
as pay master of the forces, lord John Russell, son of the 
duke ot Bedford, in place of Mr. Caleraft—and so by 
going through the ent're list, it would be seen that the 
new officers, with their connexions, show a remarkable 
predominance of noblemen over the late ministry, and 
of noblemen of ancient families. 

In blood, it is more aristocratical than lord Welling- 
ton’s ministry; than Mr. Canning’s; than lord Liver- 
pool’s; or probably than that of any that has been form- 
ed in England for the last filty years. It is very power- 
ful in talents. ¥ 

It stands so pledged by a long course of opposition to 
some reduction in the expenses of the government, and 
some change in the representation in che house of com- 
mons, that, if it last long enough, which is doubtfal, it 
cannot get off, and perbaps would not wish to; but the 
reduction and the changes, will be scrupulously under 
the safeguard of aristocracy. 5c 

Whoever expects that its administration, at home or 
abroad, will, otherwise, take any other direction than 
that of aristocracy, and high aristocraey, wiil, I think, be 

| inted, 5 i : 

Bary sso to predict, that this English ministry will not 
side with France, in the great battle that is oe on in 
Europe, between the kings and the people. EMPLE. 














them success: for whatever may have been our sympa- 
thies for the people of Switzerland, generally, the wretch- 
ed degradation that they have permitied in being sent out 
as mere fighting-machines, to kill or murder persons 
who never offended them, as commanded by foreign 
kings, has caused us to consider them as among the 
meanest and most raseally of the humanrace. And it 


may be expected that they will relieve themselves of 


| this abomination, as well as others. 








5? A visit to Annapolis, intended to have occupied 
only three days at the furthest, because of the great in- 


| clemency of the weather being extended to a week— 


caused no small embarrassment in the editor’s business 
—but, involved in a mass of documents, the matter for 
the present sheet could not have been materially varied, 
had he been at his post. 


The snow-storm that commenced on the 14th instant, 
was one of the most violent experienced, (its. duration 
being considered ), for many years past. “The navigation 
of our rivers was suddenly closed, and our roads block- 
ed up by huge banks of driven snow. At one time, 
three northern mails, four south of Washington, and 
three west of Hagerstown, were all due at the Baltimore 
post-office, notwithstanding the utmost exertions of the 
contractors and carriers to get. them along—in which 
some of the latter suffered exceedingly. 


We much desire to insert the report of the committee 
on manufactures, with the counter report of the minority 
of that committee. On the latter, (contrary to usual 
custom), the editor will feeb himself allowed to make 
some free comments—because that his own name has 
been strangely introduced into the subject. He has no 
personal complamt to make on that aecount—it is ra- 
ther complimentary than otherwise, (the whole facts be- 
ing stated), but he thinks it undignified that the opinions 
of private mdividuals should be LuGGED into a paper of 
so grave a caste as a report to the house of representatives 
of the United States. ; 

He observes also that Mr. Ritchie and his “Practieal 
Man” have favored him with about three and an halt of 
the heavy columns of the © Richmond Enquiver,”? whieh 
time has not been allowed to do more than look at. But 
he will read the articles; and, when room ean be obtain- 
ed, notice both, as they shall appear to deserve. Neither 
seems to contain any thing—but **words.”” ; 

Ii may be expected that the documents eoncerning the 
British West India trade will be concluded next week; 
but they will yet occupy much additional space. 











